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Art. xtvi1. Effays on the following fubjefts: 1. On the reali 


ty and evidence of miracles, efpecialiy thoje on which the Jewihh 
and Chriftian religion are built: and on thofe which were 
wrought by Mofes in Egypt: and why ftiled by Ged his judg- 
ments on the Egyptian deities. 2. On the extracrdinary ad- 
venture of Balaam, the famed eaftern prophet and diviner. 
3. On the furprifing march, and fignal victory, gained by 
Jofhua over Jabin, fing of Hazor, and his numberle/s confe- 
derates. 4. On the religious war of the Ifraelitith tribes againft 
that of Benjamin, and the almoft total deftruétion of that im- 
pious tribe. 5. On the amazing {peedy relief which Saul, the 
newly chofen king of \frael, brought to the befieged inhabitants 
of Jabefh- Gilead ; and the fignal overthrow which he gave to 
the Ammonites, and their confederates. Wherein the mof? 
confiderable objections raifed againft each refpective fubjeét, are 
Sully anfwered ; the difficulties removed; and each of thefe re- 
markable tranfaétions acccunted for inarationalway. Writ- 
ten fome years fince, at the defire, and fox the ufe, of a young 
clergyman in the country. By a Laymest'in town; and now 
publifhed on occafion of fome late attempts made to difprowe the 
probability, and even poffibility, of all miracles ; particularly 
by a pretended moral philofopher, and more lately by an eflay -wri- 
ter on fome philofophical fubjec?s, 8vo. 45. 6d. bound. Millar. 


[: the effays now before us, the learned author has fhewn 


an extenfive acquaintance with the laws and policy 
of the ews, and thrown new light on moft of the fub- 


jes treated in them. They were written, as we are told in 
the preface, fome years ago, at the defire, and for the 
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ufe, of a young clergyman, whofe friends had procured him 
a confiderable benefice in the country, where he was foon at- 
tacked by a fet of fceptical neighbours, moft of them men of 
wit and figure; and being little acquainted with fcriptural 
fubjeéts, and confequently unable to defend himfelf againf 
fuch opponents, would, in all probability, have become the fre- 
quent fubjeét of their raillery, and led a very uneafy life, had 
not his modefty and good fenfe directed him to an expedient 
which bid fair for procuring him better quarter from them. 
He ingenuoufly acknowledged his own inability to enter the 
lifts with them, being unacquainted with the topics they urged 
againft him ; and begged of them, for the fake of truth, that 
he might have the liberty of turning over the points in difpute 
to a perfon, whom he knew had been long converfant with 
that kind of learning; which propofal they complied with, 
This perfon was our author, who accordingly entered into an 
epiftolary correfpondence with the clergyman, and had each 
of the fubjeéts in debate regularly conveyed to him: how he 
acquitted himfelf on this occafion, the reader will find in the 
work now under confideration. 

The principal objections and difficulties raifed againft feveral 
miraculous and other hiftorical faéts, recorded in the old tefta- 
ment, he obferves, have proceeded chiefly from the want of 
acquaintance with, or inattention to, the peculiar genius of 
the Hebrew idiom, the laws, difcipline, and cuftoms of the 
‘Jews, and the uniform and general defign of providence to- 
wards them; and more particularly from a mifapprehenfion 
of their being calculated folely in favour of that nation. He 
endeavours to fhew, that the long feries of miracles which 
were wrought, both in Egypt and in the land of Canaan, were 
fo far from being calculated in favour of the ‘fewzi/b nation 
only, that they were no lefs than a gradual and uniform fequel 
of that divine fcheme, which had been laid ever fince the 
creation, for the benefit of all mankind, and was to be fully 
compleated in the perfon of the meffiah, when the fulnefs of 
time was come. 

Before he attempts to remove the difficulties which are 
urged againft the miracles wrought in Egypt, and in the land 
ot Canaan, he enters, in his firft letter, into a fhort exami- 
nation of the arguments by which the author of the Charaéter- 
iftics, Collins, Tindal, Hume, and the reft of that clafs of 
writers, pretend to prove, not only the incredibility, but like- 
wife the impoffivility, of all miracles in general, as well as of 
thofe that are urged in confirmation of the law and the gofpel. 
As he has fearce advanced any thing new in this part of his 
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work, we fhall not detain our readers with any abftr.cét of 
what he has faid, and fhall only acquaint them, that he has 
fairly reprefented the arguments urged by the deifts againft mi- 
racles, and given, in our opinion, a clear and fatisfactory an~ 
fwer to them. 

In the fecond letter he confiders the miracles wrought by 
Mofes in Egypt, and endeavours to fhew, why they are called 
by God, his judgments on the Ezyptian deities. He tells us, 
that none of the expofitors he has had occafion to meet with, 
have given a fatisfactory account of what is meant by executing 
judgment againft all the Gods of Egypt, Exod. xii. 12. fome of 
them interpreting the words Elohe Mizraim, the gods of 
Egypt, of the princes or rulers of chat nation, who are fome- 
times in the fcriptures ftiled gods, and who, following their 
king in his purfuit of the /raelites, perifhed with him and his 
hoft in the red fea; others underftanding the word £/chim to 
mean no more than the idols, which they carried about with 
them in their armies on all fuch emergencies, and which were 
all fwallowed up by the waves on that remarkable night. But 
whoever ferioufly weighs the importance, dignity, and defign 
of this whole miraculous tranfaction, he apprehends, will 
hardly allow either of thofe interpretations to be anfwcerable 
to, or worthy of, fuch a folemn and dreadful denunciation. 
Firft, not anfwerable to it, becaufe this judgment was to be 
executed not at the fatal deffru€tion of the Egyptians at the Red 
Sea, but on the fame night in which al] the firft-born of the 
nation were to be miraculoufly cut off. Secondly, not wor- 
thy of it, becaufe, from the very tenor of it, it plainly appears 
to be levelled againft fomething greater than princes or magi- 
ftrates, who were to be alike fufterers with the reft of the 
people, in the lofs of their firft-born, from Pharaoh, their 
haughty monarch, down to the loweft flave in his dominions ; 
and much lefs, he thinks, can it be fuppofed to have been 
levelled againft their dumb and fenfelefs idols. 

The true meaning of doing juftice, or executing judgment, 
on the falfe deities of Egypt, he tells us, can be no other than 
the bringing the point in difpute (whether the Egyptian deities 
had all, or any, of that power which their votaries afcribed to 
them; or whether the lord Jehovah was the only fupreme 
governor of the world) to fo fair and impartial a trial, that 
not only Pharaoh and his fubjeéts, but all other nations that 
came to hear of it, might be enabled to judge of the iffue, 
or pafs an equitable fentence on the merit of either fide, from 
the refult of the whole. In order to this, no method, he 


imagines, could be more effectual and worthy of an all-wife 
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God, than that which he was pleafed to make ufe of; con- 
defcending to enter into a kind of competition with the vatt 
multitude of the pretended deities of the Egyptians, and by 
fuch a furprifing difplay of his uncontroulable power, to con- 
vince their ftupid votaries of the non-entity of the greateft 
part of them, and that thofe whom they placed in the higheft 
rank, fuch as the luminaries, and other celeftial bodies, were 
wholly fubordinate to his fupreme power and direction. This, 
he obferves, was appealing to the fenfes, experience, and ra- 
tional faculties of mankind, by fuch infallible tokens, that the 
loweft mechanic could as eafily judge for himfelf as the moft 
fublime reafoner, or profound philofopher ; it was ufing men 
as rational creatures, and directing them without the leaft in- 
fringement or invafion on their native freedom, to judge where 
to aflign the palm of victory. 

In order to make the genuine fenfe of the text in queftion 
clear and obvious, he thinks it neceflary to take the matter a 
lit'le higher, and make fome remarks on the nature and de- 
fign of this divine and miraculous difpenfation, from the ac- 
count which the infpired Hebrew lawgiver has given us of it; 
from which, he apprehends, it will plainly appear, that tho’ 
the deliverance of the J/raelites from their dreadful thraldom 
feems to have been the main point in view, yet God had ftill 
a much higher and more noble defign, namely, to convince, 
not only the Egyptians, but all other nations, far and near, of 
the three following important truths. ‘The firft was, that 
the lord Fehovah, whom the Hebrews worfhipped, was the 
fupreme being, the creator, and fole governor of all things: 
the fecond, that all the other pretended deities, which either 
the Evyptians, or aby cther heathen nations worfhipped, as 
medi.tors and benefactors, whether the celeftial bodies, angels, 
demons, &c. were either fictions of their own brain, or, at 
beft, beings created by him, and entirely fubordinate to his fu- 
preme power and difpofal: the third, that the Hebrews, now 
groaning under their fevere fervitude, were the peculiar people 
of that one only fupreme and almighty being ; in confequence 
of which he fent Pharaoh this fpecial mefiage, and abfolute 
command, to let them go and ferve him, under the dreadful 
penalty, in cale of refufal, of being made to feel the moft fe- 
vere effects of bis anger and refentment. 

We thail clofe our account of this fecond letter, with giv- 
ino what our author takes to be the true import of that dread- 
ful mefiage, Axod. xii. 12. It is as follows: fince all the 
wonders | have hitherto wrought before your eyes, have not 
been adle to. make you acknowledge me, the true and only 
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God; nor all the fevere punifhments I have already inflicted - 
upon you, which none of the imaginary gods you fondly con- 
fide in, were able to avert, have been powerful enough to ex- 
tort an obedience to my commands; this laft, which I have 
kept in referve as the finifhing ftroke, viz. the deftruction of 
all the firft-born, fhall, in fpite of your obftinacy, oblige you 
to confefs and acknowledge my fupreme power and authority 
over the univerfe, as well as your own folly and blindnefs in 
trufting on any other God but me. 

In the third letter he confiders that fo much canvafled and 
burlefqued part of the facred hiftory, which relates to the fur- 
prifing adventure, difappointment, and punifhment, of Ba- 
laam; and endeavours to fhew, that it really is no other than 
a regular and uniform fequel of that miraculous competition, 
between the fupreme lord, the God of J/rael, and the falfe 
deities of the AZcabites, and other heathen nations, mentioned 
in the preceding letter. He feems inclined to think, that Ba- 
laam was a real prophet, tho’ otherwife a bad man; and a 
worfhipper of the true god, tho’ not in all refpeéts a true 
worlhipper of him. The open confeffion he was forced to 
make to Balak, before his whole court, and all the Midzani- 
tifh princes, how ineffeiual all his inchantments, and other 
ftratagems, would prove, againft a nation whom God had 
made choice of to be the object of his fpecial bleffing, could 
not but make, he obferves, not only a fuitable impreffion upon 
them, in favour of it; but likewife give them a kind of warn- 
ing and foretafte of the impiety, as well as vanity of all their 
fuperftitious efforts and ftratagems to obftruét their fuccefs. 
It could not, he fays, but convince them of thefe two great. 
and important truths (the inculcating of which into all thofe 
nations, was the main fcope of this long feries of wonders) . 
wz. that there was an over-ruling power, that governed all 
things in heaven and earth by his unerring providence, and 
chiefly for the good and benefit of thofe that acknowledged 
and relied on him: and, fecondly, that all the deities they had 
adopteJ, and confined in, were either imaginary delufions, or 
elfe creatures fubordinate to, and wholly direéted by, him. 
The clerg yman’s antagonift, having nothing material to ob- 
ject againft fo reafonable a defign, fet himfelf wholly to find 
fault with the ftrange, and, as he is pleafed to call it, unac- 
countable method by which it was conducted: the whole of 
his objections, our author reduces to the following heads, viz. 
1. The improbability of God’s endowing a perfon of Balaam’s 
character with the fpirit of prophecy, and vouchfafing to con- 
verle with him in fo peculiar and intimate a manner. 2. Of 
Y 3 his 
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his fo ftri@ly forbidding him to go with Ba/ak’s firft meflen- 
gers; and permitting, nay, ordering him to go with the fe- 
cond, 3. Of his being angry with him for going, after he 
had enjoined him to do fv. 4 Of his fending an angel to ob- 
ftruct his journey; yet bidding him to purfue it under fuch 
reftrictions, as he could not tranfgrefs without his permiffion, 
5. His opening the mouth of the dumb afs, to reprimand him 
for his pretended ill-timed refentment and cruelty. And, 
laftly, the ftrange reproof, and firict charge, of the angel to 
him; the one for abufing his beaft; and the other, not to a& 
nor {peak otherwife than God fhould fee fit to direct him. 

Each of thefe articles our author fets himfelf to examine b 
the rules of reafon; and with regard to the firft, he obferves, 
that as it was God's declared defign to convince thofe fuper- 
{titious nations, who placed no {mall confidence in their pre- 
tended prophets, of his over-ruling power, there is no abfur- 
dity, or even wonder, that, in compliance with their notion, 
he fhould raife a real one among them, who fhould fully an- 
{wer thatend. But why fhould he make choice of one of his 
vile character? Mott probably, he thinks, becaufe one of a 
better wou'd not have anfwered the end propofed; and his 
blefling J/rael inftead of curfing them, might have been looked 
upon as the effect of his zea! for that favourite nation of pro- 
vidence, and of nis hatred to the idolatrous notions and rites 
of the Moabites and Midianites; whereas a perfon of Balaam’s 
unbounded ambition and avarice, and moreover addiéted to the 
reigning forceries and enchantments of thofe times, being for- 
ced, againft his own inclination and intereft, to blefs thofe whom 
Balak would have bribed him, at any rate, to curfe, coud 
not but convince them, that he was driven to it by a {uperior, 
or rather irrefiftable power; as, on the other hand, had he 
been lefs than a real prophet, or had he been, as many learned 
men have fuppofed him, only a mere conjurer or inchanter, 
all that he uttered in favour of the J/racliitfh people, might 
have been imputed either to his want of fkill, or to a fudden 
inward fear of brinzing fome heavy refentment from them 
upon his head, or to any other caufe, rather than to fuch a 
divine and irrefiftible impulfe. 

As to God’s forbidding: Balaam to go with Balak’s firft 
meffengers, and permitting, nay, ordering him to go with 
the fecond, our author tells us, that this was done for the 
greater pomp and grandeur of the thing. Had he been fuffered 
to go with the firft, who, the text intimates, were but few in 
number, atid perfons of a lower rank ; their report of the ex- 
traordinary oppofition which he was to meet with in the aig 
av- 
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having no other witnefles than they, and the prophet’s two 
fervants, might have been liable, we are told, to fufpicion, and 
fo have failed of making a due impreffion on thofe that had fent 
them. But when Balak was obliged to fend new ones of an 
higher rank, as well as in greater number, (who may be fup- 

fed to have had a fuitable retinue after them, being ftiled 
princes by the facred hiftorian, Numb. xxii. 15.) 3; thefe ac- 
companying the prophet all the way, and being eye and ear- 
witnefles of what happened to him in his journey to the land 
of Moab, can hardly be fuppofed to have countenanced, much 
lefs combined with him to invent, a fiction fo contrary to his 
intereft, and their own fanguine expectations. 

In regard to the next objection, viz. Why was God angry 
with Balaam for going with the meflengers, feeing “he had 
not only permitted, but ordered him to do fo? Our author, 
who is diflatisied with the common folution given by the 
Fewife and Chrifiian writers, obferves, that the crime which 
the angel here lays to Balaam’s charge, is but obfcurely ex- 
prefled, and according to moft verfions and commentators, 
implies no more, than that he had warped or perverted his way 
before God. ‘The meaning of this, we are told, is, that he 
either propofed to himfelf a different iffue of this expedition 
than God had decreed; or that he was meditating on fome 
way how to elude or fruftrate his defigns, if he fhould find 
them contrary to his own and Balak’s expectation ; or, per- 
haps, how to palliate the matter with Ba/ak, and his people, 
in cafe he did not fucceed, fo as tv avoid their refentment. 
In any of which cafes, as he appears to have had a greater 
regard to his own credit and intereft, than to God’s commffion 
and defign, our effayift apprehends there is no improbability 
of an angel’s being fent to reprove him for his felfifh views, 
and to enjoin him to proceed as he was direéted, and leave 
the iflue of the whole to the divine providence ; efpecially as 
fuch an extraordinary apparition could not but add a farther 
weight to what he fhould be afterwards defired to fay or do. 

In the remaining part of the letter, he makes fuch remarks 
as naturally refult from A4o/es’s relation of this fingular event, 
and endeavours to fhew how every ftep and circumftance 
tended to the main defign, which was to convince.both Moab 
and Midian, in the mott fenfible and rational manner, of the 
injaftice and inefficacy of all their efforts againft a nation from 
whom they had nothing to fear, and confequently no grounds 
for any fuch hoftile ftratagems as they were hatching againit 
them ; and who, being under the guidance and protection of 
an infinitely fuperior power to all their pretended deities, were 
4 out 
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out of the reach of their malicious darts, unlefs it were to 
return them with double force on their own heads. But fueh 
of our readers as are defirous of feeing what he farther ad- 
vances on this fubject, muft be referred to the eflays them- 
felves 

In the fourth letter he attempts a rational account of the 
tot.l defeat ot Fabin, king of Hazor, and his numberlefs con- 
federates, by the //raelites; and anfwers the objections raifed 
againit the probability of that fignal exploit, by obfervations 
ou the art of war, and military difcipline, of the Hebrews. 
And here. as a confiderable difficulty is raifed againft the poffi- 
bility 0: Zo/hua’s reaching the enemy from Gilgal in fo fhort 
a time as is ailedged, to the place of their rendezvous at the 
waters of Jercm, which are fuppofed to be the Samachonitifh 
lake, fituated about haif-way between that of Genezareth, and 
the {p:iig-head of the river Fordan, he offers feveral probable 
reafor.s to fhew, that the waters of A/erom were not thofe of 
th: lake Samachon, but thofe of Kifbon; or, as they are elfe- 
where ftiled, the waters of Adegiddo, about fixty miles, or 
thereabouts, from Gilzal. He endeavours to make it appear, 
that there was nothing done by ‘fo/hua in the whole of this 
memorable tranfaction, but what might have been performed 
by any other experienced chief, in the common martial way 
of conqueft, tho’ he had never been favoured with fuch encou- 
ragements, and aflurances of fuccefs, as God was pleafed to 
give to ‘Fy/hua and his troops. It is therefore no wonder, he 
apprehends. that the facred writers, inftead of dwelling ona 
Jong detail of the arts and ftratagems that were ufed by the 
Hebrew chiefs, chofe rather to afcribe the whole glory of all 
their fignal victories, and the happy confequences of them, to 
the divine providence, that fo vifibly profpered their arms; 
fince it was chiefly owing to their fure truft and confidence in 
thofe repeated ¢flurances, that they fought fo valiantly and fuc- 
cefstuily again{it enemies that wholly relied on their number 
and itrength. and on the affiftance of their imaginary deities ; 
and who by their deteftable worfhip of them, had not only 
forfeited ill title to the protection of Gad, but had made them- 
felves worthy of his moft fevere punifhments. 

The iudjcét of the fifth letter is the war of the eleven tribes 
againtt that of Bexjamin, and the almoft utter deftruction 
of that tribe. The chief difficulty with refpe& to this 
bloody war, our author obferves, lies in accounting for the ill 
fuccefs that attended the laudable refulution of the eleven 
tribes, and for their being fo fhamefully repulfed, and with fo 
confiderable a lofs ; efpecially after having confulted the _— 
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oracle about the war, and received fuch an encouraging an- 
fwer from it, as could hardly be interpreted to import lefs than 
a promife of a complete victory, as a due reward for their 
zeal; whilft, to their great mortification and aftonifhment, 
they faw the arms of that impious and untractable tribe crowned 
with an undeferved vitory. It is thus the objection is ftated 
by the clergyman’s antagonift, in which, however, our effayitt 
tells us, that he has overlooked two material circumftances 
that were amifs in the behaviour of the eleven tribes on this 
important occafion. The firft is, that they never once thought 
of confulting the divine will, or, as the infpired writers com- 
monly exprefs it, af/king counfel of the Lord, till the war was 
unanimoufly refolved upon and fworn to, and then not to en- 
quire about the fitnefs or lawfulnefs of it, for that they took 
for granted ; but only which tribe fhould have the poft of ho- 
nour, and the chief command in the expedition, that no jar- 
ring or difpute about it might obftruét the execution of fuc- 
cefs. The other circumftance is, that the divine oracle, or, 
as is commonly underftood, the anfwer of the high-prieft by 
Urim, only informed them, that the preference enquired after 
was due to the tribe of ‘fudah; an anfwer not attended with 
any promife of fuccefs, which was rather expected by them as 
a thing of courfe, or as the natural confequence of fo pious 
and laudable an enterprize. Their firft deieat, therefore, he 
tells us, was a juft punifhment for their prefumption, in rafhly 
decreeing the deftruction of a tribe, without either confulting 
God’s will about it, or trying fome previous method of re- 
ducing them to reafon, by more pacific means; as this was, 
in faé&t, muking themfelves judges and executioners in God’s 
caufe, without his authority, advice, or confent. To this 
he adds, what the ‘Zews farther alledge again{ft them, that they 
fought his caufe with unhallowed, or with hands as guilty as 
thofe of the rebellious tribe, in fuffering a new kind of idolatry 
(fee udg. xviii. 30.) to be fet and kept up amongft them; 
and which it was their duty to have extirpated, before they 
prefumed to draw their fwords in the caufe of God, upon any 
other occafion. In this ftate of apoftacy therefore, he thinks, 
they had little reafon to expeét a bleffing on fo partial and 
blind a zeal, and that there was not a more effeétual method of 
bringing them to a julter way of thinking, than fuffering them 


to meet with a fignal defeat, where they expected nothing lefs . 


than a complete victory. 

He further obferves on this fubjeét, that the J/raclites do 
Not appear ever to have thought of confulting the Lord in the 
ufual folemn form, that is, by the Urim, and before the ark, 
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and the high-prieft, till after their fecond defeat; and that all 
the enquiry and application which they feem to have made 
before, was to their grand council, or fanhedrim, 

The laft letter contains a fermon, compofed by our author, 
in order to be preached by a proper perfon, at the head of amu- 
tinous body of Englifh forces on an interefting occafion; in 
which he confiders the quick and furprizing deliverance of the 
city of ‘Fabe/h, and the fignal overthrow given to the Ammonitijh 
army, by Sau/, the firft monarch of //rael; difplays that 
noble exploit in all its amazing circumftances; anfwers the 
cavils and objections raifed againft the poffibility and probabi- 
lity of it; and makes feveral juft obfervations upon the excel- 
leat conftitution, and martial difcipline, of the Hebrews, in- 
terfperfed with geographical, and other explanatory notes, on 
their expeditious manner of raifing, completing, and equipping 
their numerous armies. . 4h 





Art. xtvitt. Notes and obfervations upon the three firft chap- 
ters of Genelis, Wherein are briefly, but fully and clearly 
foewn, 1. The original or divine revelation of the one and only 
true fanéifying and faving religion, that ever was, or ever 
will, or can be in the world, and what it wholly confifts in. 
2. The original or divine inflitution of the divinely-infituted 
inftructive and memorial ordinances, and the true and only end 
for which they were infiiiuted and required to be abferved, that 
mankind may be thereby preferved from perverting them to fu- 
perfirtious and deftru€iive purpofes. 3. The true fcriptural 
and fpiritual account of the fall, and of the reftoration of our 
firft parents, and of all mankind, by the revelation of Jetus 
Chrift. 4. The true origin and only caufe of all the moral 
evil or wickednefs that ever was committed in this world; and 
of the mifery which the impenitently wicked fuffer in the next. 
5. And the true and only means that can be ufed for effectually 
purifying thofe corrupt fountains, from which all the wicked- 
ne/s and mifery that mankind of all ranks and orders commit in 
this world, and fuffer in the next, fw. By John Scott, 
D. D. Printed for the author, and to be had only at his houfe, 
in Orchard ftreet, Weftminfter ; and at mr. Woodfall’s, at 
Charing-crofs. 8vo. 335 pages, price 7s. fewed. 


4 UR readers will, no doubt, be ready to afk, What is 
the extraordinary merit of this work, that it is propofed 
to us at fo high a price? In anfwer to this, we hhall only fay, 


that it is 4 very uncommon performance, and therefore deferves 
to 
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¢o have an uacommon value fet upon ite A fhort account will 
be fufficient to convey ajuft idea of it: hear part of what 
the author fays in his preface. 

¢ The following notes and obfervations are a fmall part of 
‘ a large work, which I have prepared for the prefs, called, 
¢ An apology for the one and only true and divinely-revealed, fanc- 
‘ sifying, and faving, and Chriftian religion, that eUer WAS, 15, 
or ever will, or can be in the world ; becaufe the divine ori- 
ginal, and the truth of the faith, and perfe€tion and perfect 
righteoufnefs of the law, which comprehend the whole of 
that one and only true, Sc. religion, and the felf-fufficiency 
and indifpenfibly neceffity of perfevering in the fincere and 
true belief of the one, and in perfeét obedience to the other, 
in order to fanétification and falvation, and true and fpiritual 
happinefs, both temporal and everlafting, are therein moft 
clearly and demonftratively fet forth, in order to the revival 
and reftoration of the one and only true, &c. religion to 
the world again: and to the extirpation of atheifm and 
¢ deifm, and of all kinds of mifbelief and fuperftition, and 
‘ herefies and fchifms out of the Chri/fian world.’ 

This may fuffice as a fpecimen of his ftile and manner of 
writing: in regard to the notes and obfervations, we {hall 
not attempt any character of them, for reafons which, we ap- 
prehend, are already obvious to our readers, and fhall only 
infert part of what he advances upon the eighth and ninth 
verfes of the fecond chapter of Genefis, by which a proper 
— may be formed of the whole. 

he eighth verfe, which is thus rendered—And the Lerd 
God planted a garden eaft-ward in Eden, and there he put the 
man whom he had formed, we are told, might have been more 
ufefully and truly rendered as follows: ‘ And the Lord God, 
‘ in delight and pleafure, firft made the garden, (that is the 
* body of man, reprefented by a garden, as a covering for his 
* fpirit) and therein he placed the fpirit of man, which he had 
* then alfo formed, and fo united it to the body, that they 
* might act in unity together.’ 

* If the word garden, fays he, be taken in a fpiritual and 
‘ figurative fenfe, and for the bodies of all mankind, the great 
* and perfect wifdom and fatherly goodnefs, and love of God 
* to all mankind, will moft evidently appear by the account 
* that Adofes, the meffenger and prophet of God hath here 
given us: and all mankind will thereby moft clearly per- 
—— what their great bufinefs in all ages and places of the 

world was, and is, and ever will be, in order to their at- 
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© tainment of true and fpiritual happinefs, both temporal and 
© everlafting.’ 

By the trees, which are faid in the ninth verfe to have been 
made to grow out of the ground, he underftands the bodily 
fenfes and appetites reprefented by trees in the garden of man’s 
body. The meaning of the tree of life, in his own words, 
is as follows: * By the tree of life mentioned in this text, is 
« meant the divinely revealed, and demonftratively true, fpi- 
ritual faith, indifpenfably obliging to perfect obedience to 
the divinely-revealed, and moft perfect and perfectly purify- 
ing fpiritual law; by which, and by which only, (taken to. 
gether) men can be fanétitied and faved, and made truly 
and fpiritually happy, both temporally and everlaftingly.— 
By the tree of knowledge muft neceflatily be fpiritually un- 
derftood, that deceiving and deftructive faith, which pro- 
ceeds from the belief of the words which men’s irregular 
bodily defires or lufts di€tate to their fpirits; for there is no 
truth more evident, than that a!] the evil and wickednefs 
which men commit in this world, and the fpiritual mifery 
which they fuffer, both in this and the next, proceed from 
their believing and obeying the dictates of their bodily de- 
fires, by them fuffered to become exorbitant and infatiable 
bodily iufts, which have their refidence within the body, 
and therefore the tree of knowledge is alfo faid to grow in 
the midit of the garden.’ 

We fhall clofe this article with laying before our readers, 
for their amufement, one of the doctor’s advertifements at the 
end of his book: it is as follows. —* In the prefs, and {peedily 
‘ will be publifhed, Animadverlions on the volume of letters 
of the late lord Bol/ngbroke, concerning the ftudy of hiftory. 
Wherein is moft clearly fhewn, (from thofe demonftrated 
and unconteftibly true principles, by which, and by which 
only, all the arguments and objections which ever have been, 
or ever will, or can be brought and raifed, by unbelievers 
and mifbelievers of all kinds and denominations, againft the 
divine authority and truth, and perfection and perfect righte- 
oufnefs of the holy fcriptures; and of that one and only 
true, and divinely-revealed, fanétifying, and faving fpiritual 
and {criptural and Céri/tian religion, that ever was, or ever 
will, or can be in the world, which is fo clearly contained 
and fet forth in thoie holy fcriptures; can be demonftra- 
tively and unanfwerably, and therefore effectually fhewn, 
to be invalid and groundlefs and irrational; and to tend 
to make mankind impure and impious, and wicked, and 
fpiritually miferable, both temporally and everlaftingly) that 
every 
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every particular which his lordfhip hath produced and ad- 
vanced in thofe letters, in order to blaft and deftioy the 
credit of the facred hiftory of the holy bible; and of that 
one and only true and divinely-revealed, fpiritual and 
Chriftian religion, which is moft clearly contained and fet 
‘ forth therein ; is either falfe and grounclefs, or altogether 
‘ impertinent, and tends to make mankind impious and im- 
‘ moral, and fpiritually miferable, both temporally and ever- 
‘ Jaftingly; and to have proceeded a'together from either 
‘ grofs, but culpable, and therefore inexcufable ignorance of 
‘ the facred hiltory of the bible; and of that holy and only 
‘ holy and happy making religion therein contained, or from 
© malevolence to mankind, which is all that his lordfhip’s ar- 
‘ a fets forth in thefe letters, can be fhewn to prove. 
‘6 
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Art. xLx1. The printed Hebrew text of the old teftament vin- 
dicated. An anfwer to mr, Kennicott’s differtation, in two 
parts*. Wherein all the texts produced by that author in fa- 
vour of corruptions, are examined and vindicated. To which 
are prefixed, fome general obfervations on the infi.fficiency of 
thofe helps, by which he endeavours to correc? the Hebrew text. 
By Fowler Comings, M. A. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Rivington. 


UR author, after having fpecified his defign, and the 
motives which induced him to this undertaking, pro- 
ceeds to lay down a few general reflections on each of the 
principal methods by which mr. Kennicott endeavours to cor- 
rect the Hebrew text, in order to prove them infufficient to 
juftify thofe correétions he has taken the liberty to make. 
With refpe&t to any alterations that may be propofed from 
the various readings of the feptuagint, he obferves, that ¢ who- 
* ever will examine this tranflation, and compare it with the 
* original, will foon be convinced, that it cannot (whatever 
* elfe be its ufe) be a proper means to correét the Hebrew 
“text. It is frequently fo very lax, as fcarcely to have one 
‘ Greck word anfwering to one Hebrew word. Wherever 
* there was any difficulty, the authors did not give a verbal 
* tranflation, but put their fenfe of the place into a paraphrafe, 
* by which we find how they underftood it, but nothing farther. 
‘ This being the fcheme then which thefe tranflators 
: purfued, and thefe the liberties they took, they cannot be 
brought as an evidence for any reading ; which no tranfla- 


¥ See Revizev, vol. VIII, Pp. 241. 
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¢ tion that is not verbally literal, can be afferted to have pre- 
© ferved.’ 

The oriental verfions too, our author obferves, are liable to 
the fame exceptions as the feptuagint ; and inftead of purfuing 
the original with the exaCtnefs of clofe tranflations, frequently 
deviate into commentaries. In proof of thefe affertions, he 
produces an inftance from the Arabic, and another from the 
Syriac verfions; the firft he takes from Gen. vi. 4. © which 
‘ our tranflators have thus rendered :’ There were giants in the 
earth in thofe days; and alfa after that, when the fons of God 
came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to 
them: the fame became mighty men which were of old men of re 
nown. Part of which may be thus tranflated from the Arabic: 
Quia filii Elohim ingreffi funt ad filias Cain, et genuerunt eis, 
Here, he obferves, is a remarkable change of the Hebrew 
word for men into the Arabic word for Cain, * which however 
© true, is ftill not a tranflation, but a manifeft comment.’ 

The variation of the Syriac verfion from the Hebrew ori- 
ginal, he takes from Gen. viii. 7. And he fent forth a raven 
which went to and fro, until the waters were dried up from off 
the earth, In Syriac thus: Mitteretque corvum qui quidem 
egrefjus eft neque reverfus donec ficarentur aque de fuperficie terra. 
© In this tranflation what is in the Hebrew, which went forth 
© to and fro, until the waters were dried up; is in the Syriac, 
© And did not return until the waters were dried up.’ 

From thefe inftances mr. Comings concludes, we cannot ad- 
mit, from the Arabic or Syriac verfions, any various readin 
in preference to what ftands in the original text: and fube 
joins, asa farther confirmation of thefe pofitions, what the 
learned editor of the Engli/b Polyglot has obferved in his 
proleg. vi. fect. 11. Multa enim [ab originario textu difcre- 
partie] effe poffunt ex interpretis lapfu, dum vel in leétione, vel 
in genuino loci fenfu, vel in vera verborum fignificatione errare 
pot. Scape etiam paraphraftem agit, et verba quedam ad lat 
explanationem addit, quedam etiam qua minus neceffaria viden- 
tur, omittit. 

The authority of manufcripts come next under confideration. 
© Thefe,’ fays he, ‘ are another he!p by which mr. Kenntcott 
* endeavours to correct the prefent text of our Hibrew bibles. 
But here, Iapprehend, the authority of all fuch manv- 

fcripts, whofe evidence is to be taken againft the approved 
reading, ought firft of all to be clearly fhewn ; and till this 
is done, I fee not how they can poffibly be fet up againft all 
the authenticated copies. —T he variations mr. Keunicott has 


produced from manufcripts, are chiefly fuch as are manifeftly 
owing 
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© owing to the negligence of the tranfcriber, and could not 
‘ caufe the leaft trouble to any reader.—And as for thofe va~ 
‘ riations which are not cafual, but really make a difference 
‘ in the paflage, (as the word of God is not to be trifled with, 
¢ or to have bold experiments tried upon it) they muft not, 
‘ they cannot be regarded till the authority of the manufcripts 
‘¢ from whence they are taken, is proved fuperior to thofe co- 
‘ pies which we have received in a perpetual fucceflion, 
‘ guarded by the greateft care and circumfpection, and which 
‘ the antient Chaldee paraphrafts (by very many centuries, in 
¢ point of antiquity, beyond any Hebrew manufcripts now 
‘ produced) have in general exactly followed.’ 

Our author proceeds to obferve, that manufcripts, as well 
as the printed copies, difcountenance moft of mr. Kennicott’s 
principal criticifms; and recommends to our confideration 
what the learned author of the diflertation has himfelf allowed, 
that the manufcripts are carelefly and negligently tranfcribed, 
and full of very material miftakes: from hence concluding, 
that they are abfolutely unfit to be fet in competition with. all 
thofe copies, which the whole church was nearly concerned 
to fee faithfully tranfcribed. 

As for the Samaritan pentateuch, little regard, he thinks, is 
to be paid to its authority ; fince every man that confiders the 
hiftory of that people, muft be convinced of the abfurdity of 
appealing to their records for genuine fcripture. 

After thefe general obfervations, our author proceeds to ex- 
amine the particular texts objected to by mr. Kennicott, en- 
deavouring to clear them from the imputation of corruption 
which he has laid upon them. We fhall content ourfelves 
with feleting a few paflages to inftance our author’s critical 
knowledge of the Hebrew language ; and likewife to give our 
readers the opportunity of judging how nearly they are cone 
cerned in the decifions of this controverfy. 


P.19: ¥ Chron. xi. 1. 2 Sam. v.t. 


WAIN PWAI PSY FIM Chron. 
VIFIN PWD “TPIS IIA Sam. 


2 * The firft word here that makes any material variation in 
: the original fenfe, is U3Py ecce ; which in Samuel is \337% 
. “ nosy and probably was mn originally, as in Chronicles, 
efore the (| was corrupted into 43.”—* If, faysmr. Comings, 
_ WE are to determine concerning the propriety of the preient 
reading by probability only, we muft fee whether the text, 

a5 it now ftands, wants correction. It will be difficult to 
* find 
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© find where the redundancy or impropriety is, if it be rer. 
¢ dered in the following literal manner: Behold us! we are 
© thy flefh and bone.’ 

¢ P. 158. He accounts for the change of FV into Lady,’ 
«¢ A Few then who was diétating to a tranfcriber, reading Elo« 
‘¢ bim in this place inftead of ehovah [out of his fuperftitious 
‘¢ veneration for this name] and not giving notice of fuch 
‘¢ variation, the former word was fet down inftead of the 
<© Jatter.” * Upon this plan we ought never to have feen the 
word sym from one end of the bible to the other; parti- 
‘ cularly where it occurs without >'79N 3 which in all fuch 
cafes might have been fubftituted in its place, without any 
* repetition.’ 

P. 455. 2Sam. vi. 6. ‘** Our celebrated profeffor of the 
‘¢ oriental languages has communicated to me his conjecture, 
“* that there is here an omiffion; fince inftead of ty mov) 
TN ON the oriental reading more probably was TN Pty My) 
Ww Se yy”? * The paflage does not appear to be fuch as 
* to authorife the infertion of two words, which the text does 
not acknowledge. 5X M7) feems fo clearly to exprefs, he 
reached out to, that I queftion not but the learned profeffor, 
upon a re-confideration of the place, will be induced to 
believe, that the fenfe is fufficiently full and obvious, with- 
out making any addition whatfoever,’ 

In taking leave of this article, it may not be unfeafonable 
to obferve, that fince few, even of the critically learned in 
the Hebrew language, can pretend to a thorough and adequate 
knowledge of its genius, it muft be allowed, that the greateft 
caution and niceft enquiry will be abfolutely neceflary before 
we pafs any determinations upon the corruptions of the origt- 
nal text of {cripture ; not that we difapprove of mr. Kenwicott’s 
endeavours, whofe fincere intention to recover, in fome de- 
gree, the purity of {cripture, none can doubt; but that the 
learned fhould be cautious even of propofing an alteration ‘ 
which affeéts the fenfe, without the countenance and appro- 
bation of the beft authorities. Upon the whole, it is our op- 
nion, if mr. Kennicott has been too free and frequent in mak- 
ing alterations where corruptions are not very evident, our 
author, on the other hand, feems too fcrupuloufly attached to 
the original text to admit an alteration even where it appears 


to be expedient. ~~ 
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Aat. L. The Pancronometer, or univerfal Georgian calendar 5 
adjufted to the Georgian and Julian accounts. Shewing the 
day of the year, month, and week, with the fixt and riba 
feafts and feftivals, and terms for any time, paft, prefent, an 
‘future, and explanations and directions. Part |. Infcribed 
to his majefty. Alf the fundamental hypothefes, reafons, and 
ujes of this calendar. Part Il. Inferibed to the earl of Chef- 
terfield. And the reafons, rules, and ufes of offave computa~ 
tion, or natural arithmetic. Part Il. Inferibed to the earl 


of Macclesfield. By H. J. 4to. 2s. Cave. 


H E firft and fecond parts of this work contain an 

attempt to reduce the year to thirteen months, each 
month confifting of four weeks, and each week of feven days. 
But as the true folar year confifts of 365 days, fix hours, 
nearly, the author, in order to render his account confonant 
to the annual revolution of the fun, fequefters the odd day out 
of the vulgar year for the commemoration of the nativity of 
Chrift, and appropriates the biffextile every fourth year (except 
every 132) for public prayers, thankfgivings, and rejoicings 
for national bleffings. By this method the Geergian calendar, 
or year, will keep equal pace with the fun for 10219 years, 
without the variation of a fingle neucthemeron; when the pe- 
riod expiring, it may be again renewed and perpetuated by 
proper profthaphzrefes, as long as the folar fyftem continues 
in its prefent motions and fituations. 

The commencement of the year the author places on the 
21ft of December, new ftile, being the day the fun enters Ca- 
pricorn, The names of the months are entirely altered by our 
author, the firft twelve months being called by the names of 
the twelve apoftles, and the thirteenth by that of St. Paul. 

_ This calendar is intended to exhibit a perpetual ftated rela- 
tion between the days of the weeks and months, in a conftant 
harmony; thus the 1ft, 8th, rsth, and 22d days in every 
month are always fundays, and fo of the reft. 

The leap years not being intercalated, but placed at the end 
of the year, dves not difturb calculations as it does in the old 
and new ftiles, which place it in Feéruary. 

_ The hypothefis on which this new method of computation 
is founded, being new and fingular, we fhall give it in the 
author’s own words. 
’ * It may,’ fays he, ¢ be rationally prefumed, that the om- 
: nipotent creator of the univerfe at firft made every fpecies 
of beings perfect in their kinds, and gave each regular and uni- 
oL. IX, Z * form 
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form order, motion, number, weight, and meafure, according 
to the various ends for which he deftinated them in perpetuat- 
ing the fymmetry of the whole, in the manner, and for the fe- 
veral periods he defigned each of them. For God is not 
the author of confufion, but of order; he made a place for 
the filver and gold; he made the weight for the winds, and 
weighed the waters by meafure, and fet -bounds that they may 
not pafs 5 be made a decree for the rain, and a way for the 
lightning of the thunder he ordained bounds for the fea; he 
appointed the moon for feafons, and the fun knoweth his going 
down. 

‘ This being granted, is it not rational to fuppofe, that the 
original apparent motions of the fun, moon, &c. were each 
perfect, fo as to complete their periods in conftant times, 
refpectively coincident with one another, like the harmo- 
nious vibrations of mufical chords ? 

‘ On this fuppofition, thus founded, it may be demanded, 
what number of revolutions the fun and moon made in their 
original fynodical courfes ? | 

‘ The very learned and indefatigable mr. Whiffon has 
pitched upon 360 days for the fun’s primitive journey 
through his annual orbit; but that being a number of mere 
human choice from its aptnefs on geometrical and aftrono- 
mical occafions,’ perhaps is not fo agreeable to fact, as the 
number 364, which coincides with the divine fundamental 
divifion of time into days (evenings and mornings) weeks 
of feven days, feafons or months, and years. For feven 
days X by 50 weeks = 364 days, compleat a year without 
a fraction; and the fame does thirteen feafons of months, 
fuppofing the moon originally completed her lunation in 28 
days, or four weeks. 

‘ But then it muft be afked, how happened the additional 
time of almoft 30 hours, which we now find in the an- 
nual courle of the fun, and almoft of 37 hours in the Ju- 
nations ? 

¢ May not thefe additions be thus accounted for? There has 
lately been difcovered a prodigious ring encompaffing the 
planet Saturn, at a great diftance from his body; which 
affuredly God has fufpended there, to anfwer fome great 
ends of his providence : and might not there have been ori- 
ginally a fimilar annulus encompafling our globe, in a cer- 
tain orbit between it and the moon? for ab effe ad poffe cer- 
tiffime valet confequentia. 

© We find even cw vatt cavities in the bowels of the earths 
and might not there have becn abundantly more ~_ and 
¢ Jarger 
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larger at firft, filled only with condenfed vapours? Might 
not thefe vapours, fermented into inflammation, and expanded 
by rarefaction at the grand period of the deluge (when the 
antideluvians had filled up the meafure of their iniquities, 
ripe for God’s vengeance) by their elaftic preflure on the 
fubkerraneous waters, force them upon the furface, when the 
fountains of the great deép were thus broken up? And at 
the fame time, might not the furrounding ring, attracted by 
the né¢arer approach of thefe waters of the abyfs (no longer 
in xquilibrio between the moon and earth) be poured down 
with the waters of the atmofphere, to complete the deluge, 
thé cataracts or windows of heaven being thus opened ? 

¢ When the waters which were above the firmament, ac- 
cumulated with the waters of the firmament, or atmofphere, 
and thofe under the firmament, in the fea, and profound 
abyfs, all contributed to elevate the tumultuous fluid above 
the higheft mountains. 

‘ In the mean time thé@rth fhook and trembled, and all 
her foundations were out of joint ; fubterraneous eructations 
diftérting her ftrata in all dire€tions, and exchanging furface 
for core, and mountains for vallies, and vice verfa;_ by uni- 
verfal earthquakes, volcanoes, and convulfions: during which 
travail, the vapours before fhut up in her womb, burfting 
forth, allowed not only room for the waters of the abyfs at 
length to retreat to the fituation from whence they had been 
diflodged, but alfo receptacles for the zetherial waters of the 
annulus (fallen to the earth) to fubfide into.—One great 
effect which this extraneous body of fupra-firmameatal 
waters muft have at its fall upon our globe, muft have 
been a retardation of the earth’s motion, ‘by the fhock and 
additional gravity ; fo that the annual courfe, which is here 
fuppofed to have been 364 days, before the percuffion, be- 
ing impeded, required afterwards the {pace of 3605,25—for 
a revolution of the fame orbit. 

© Another eff-& of the fall of the annulus might be the ob- 
liquity of the ecliptic: for, whereas originally our globe 
moft probably revolved in the equinoétial, thefe adventitious 
waters being fwallowed by more and greater caverns towards 
one pole than the other, might remove the earth’s center of 
gravity out of the center of the fphere: fo that the fummer 
might become longer, and the winter fhorter, in the nor- 
thern than in the fouthern hemifphere; and thereby (the an- 


: nual courfe being impreffed with an elliptic, inftead of its 


priftine circular figure) the retroceffion of the equinoxes 
might be produced ; and by the weight, fuch a bias might 
Z 2. © have 
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© have been given to the equilibrium of the terreftrial axis, 
‘ as to occafion the angle of inclination of about 23° 30%, 
between the diurnal and annual dire¢tions ; which produces 
the variety of feafons, and different lengths of our days and 
nights, in their prefent fluétuation.—Another confequence 
of the removal of the annulus may be the aberration of the 
planets (from their original uniform courfe) near to the 
plane of the ecliptic, by a perturbation of the regularity of 
their orbits and motions in their elliptical, inftead of circu- 
lar revolutions: for it is well known what influence the ac- 
cefs or recefs of the planets have upon one another. 

« But fuppofing the terreftrial annulus infufficient to effeé 
all this by its fall, yet might not fimilar mutations in fome 
one or other of the planets (befides the earth) have contri- 
buted to the prefent irregularities of the celeftial phenomena? 
And may not more alterations be expected, whenever it 
may pleafe the almighty governgr of the univerfe to remove 
the Saturnian annulus? = 

¢ That different fituations have different effeéts on the 
planets, is evident in the moon’s influence at her different 
diftances from the earth in her aphelion, perihelion, and 
€ quadratures. 

‘ Now fuppofing the moon’s orginal lunation confifted of 
¢ 28 days, or four weeks; then 13 of thefe lunations precifely 
© coincide with the fuppofed original year of 364 days, or 52 
© weeks: but by the recefs of the matter of the annulus toa 
* greater diftance from her, the attraction (which we fee by 
‘ the tides is great between her and faline aqueous bodies) 
* being reciprocally diminifhed, the chain, which before (as 
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it were) tied her to the earth, was ftretched by adefe& in 
the middle ; fo that her tangent direction carried her (in an 
evolute) to her prefent orb, where defcribing figures of 
longer radii, fhe requires now 29,5+ days to complete her 
courfe, which with the fame velocity fhe before performed 
in 28 days.’ 

Such is the hypothefis on which our author has founded the 
reafons of his Georgian calendar. But perhaps it may appear 
too romantic to be granted. Nor does it feem probable, that, 
granting the earth to have been originally encompafled by an 
annulus, the fall of it could produce the confequences attri- 
buted to it. For as every part of this annulus, when fufpended, 
was equally attracted towards the center of the earth, the dif- 
ference of the caverns towards the two poles, could not be 
fufficient to move the center of gravity fo far from the center 
ef the {phere, as to caufe the obliquity of the ecliptic. = 
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fides it is evident, that the center of gravity is not removed 
from the center of the fphere; for if the center of gravity 
was diftant from the center of the fphere, a plumb-line would 
not be perpendicular to the horizon in different latitudes : 
which is contrary to experience. Nor is it reafonable to fup- 
pofe, that the fall of the annulus could retard the motion of 
the earth ; for as the annulus had originally the fame motion 
imprefled upon it, the fame degree of motion muft continue, 
notwithftanding its fall; for as all bodies in motion will con- 
ftantly continue fo, unlefs ftopped by fome oppofing body ; 
and as the zther is allowed to make no refiftance to the mo- 
tions of the planets ; it follows, that the fall of the annulus 
could not in the leaft obftruct the motion of the earth. 

The third part of this work is an eflay on a new fpecies of 
calculation, which the author calls o¢?ave computation, or na- 
tural arithmetic. 

After pointing out the difficulties attending computation, 
from our making ufe of the number ten for the univerfal pune- 
tum of numbers, which the author juftly obferves will not it- 
felf, nor any of its powers or produéts, admit of bipartitions 
down to unity, he proceeds to his own method of computa- 
tion, which confifts of fubfitwting the number e/ght inftead of 
ten for the radix of our computation. Indeed the number 
eight is free from the defects of the number ten, and abounds 
in properties not to be found in any other number. For 
eight, its powers, and many of its products, are divifible down 
to unity by halving, quartering, @c. and the proportion of its 
parts to the whole are felf-evident without perplexity of 
thought ; for 1 is the half-quarter, 2 the quarter, 3 the quar- 
ter and half-quarter, 4 the half, 5 the half and half quarter, 
6 the three quarters, 7 the three quarters and half quarter of 
8, into which portions a geometrical line, furface, or folid, is 
moft eafily, readily, and precifely divifible, and therefore to 
this natural method numbers ought to conform. Alfo eight 
is acubic number, whofe root is 2: 4, its half, is a fquare, 
whofe root is likewife 2: 16, its double, is a {quare number, 
whofe root is 4; and 64, befides being the {quare of 8, is alfo 
acubic number, whofe root is 4. 

From thefe ufeful properties in the number eight, the author 
thinks arithmetic by oétaves moft conformable to the nature 
of things, and therefore calls it natural arithmetic. And in 
order to encourage thofe who are inclinable to make trial of 
this natural arithmetic, he has added a fketch of its principal 
rules of operation: but we muft refer the reader who is dee 
hirous of feeing them, to the work iufelf; and the rather, as 
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there feems no probability of this method's being ever gencrajly 
practifed ; notwithftanding it might, by making fome little in- 
novations in the divifions of our coin, weights, and meafures, 
he applied with infinitely lefs trouble than that at prefent in ufe, 
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Art. 11. An effay on the general methcd of treating cancerous 
tumours, in which the opinions of fome of the moft celebrated 
authors, who have writ on this fubjec?, are examined and coms 
pared. The whole endeavouring to flew, what flages of this 
formidable difeafe are curable.—Illuftrated with feveral ex- ° 
traordinary cafes. By William Nortord, furgeon and mgn- 
midwife. 12m0. 2s. Noon. 


O this little pamphlet, which may be deemed more pro- 
.perly a work of induftry than ingenuity, are prefixed a 
dedication and a preface: the former is addreffed to mr. Freke; 
aud in the latter, after explaining the motives that induced 
him to this publication, and the manner in which his enquiries 
were conducted, mr. Norford owns himfelf ¢ but mode- 
¢ rately qualified to commence author,’ and that he does not 
pretend to ‘ the perfections or elegancies of fine language.’— 
a confeflion that may be admitted as juft as it appears candid ; 
neverthelefs, however defective he may be thought in expref- 
fion, his expertnefs in punctuation is remarkably evident in 
his catalogue of errata. ) ie | 
It may be obferved, that notwithftanding our author’s pro- 
fefled indifference to the cenfure or applaufe of thofe he fo 
fingularly diftinguifhes, by the ¢ honourable tribe of the male- 
‘ volt,’ he difcovers a particular follicitude, left his being a 
country furgeon fhould prejudice the reputation of his endea- 
vours. ‘This chimerical notion, that the abilities of country- 
practitioners are not refpectfully enough attended to, feems 
alfo to have prevailed with another modern writer *, whofe 
authority is here cited; and who, with more pains than de- 
cency, has employed fome pages to prove a pofition never be- 
fore doubted, that genius and penetration are not confined to 
the fmoke of cities; and that country practice may afford 
cafes in furgery worthy notice and communication. 
The declared bufinefs of this effay is to confider the feveral 
methods of treating cancers, whether by refolvents, palliatives, 
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- * Dale lxgram, in the preface to his practical cafes, Gc. 0 
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or extirpation; and to enquire when each ought refpectively 
to take place. In order to which mr. Norford has very afli- 
duoufly, and not inaccurately, examined the fentiments and 
practice of both antients and moderns, who have applied their 
ftudies to the confideration of thefe maladies: from whence 
he draws this conclufion, that no cancerous tumour has ever 
been cured by refolution ; and that it never fhould be attempt- 
ed but under the following limitations. —* Firft, In cafes where 
¢ the patient applies in the beginning of the difeafe; is other- 
‘ wife of a good habit of body, and not very far advanced in 
¢ years.—2zdly, That the tumour be not exquifitely hard. 
‘ 3dly, That the tumour is feated on a part of the body 
¢ where the operation can be performed, if found neceflary. 
¢ 4thly and laftly, ‘That the patient will place himfelf fo near 
‘ the furgeon, as to be daily under his infpeétion; that in 
cafe he finds the tumour enlarges, or the leaft tending to 
ulcerate, he may know how to act accordingly.’—Palliatives 
are advifed only where the operation is impratticable; and 
in all other cafes, extirpation is contended for; from a firm 
perfuafion, that no ¢ remedy without the knife will ever be 
‘ found out, either by induftry or chance, able to encounter 
‘ with an ulcerated cancer.’—TVhe principal object therefore 
of our author’s defign feems to be, to recommenda more fre- 
uent ufe of the operation, which he infifts may, for the moft 
part, be fafely relied on, without the generally imagined dan- 
eer of a relapfe ; provided itis fkilfully performed, and a pro- 
per regimen of dict and medicine purfued after it; upon the 
due obfervation of which laft, the perpetuation of the cure is 
faid chiefly to depend. | 
There are not wanting fome ufeful obfervations in this 
plece ; to which is annexed, a letter to mr. Freéc, wherein is 
related, an account of a fuccefsful application of the fharp- 
pointed fpurge, or cataputia, in a cancerous ulcer. As the 
hint is new, and perhaps not unworthy further experience, it 
may not be amifs to tranfcribe the manner of its preparation. 
—A pint of the juice of the cataputia is directed to ftand in 
the fun in a leaden difh, till it acquires almoft the confiftence 
of an ointment.—To every ounce of this in{piflated juice, is 
added, of mercurius dulcis pracipit *, and finely levigated black 
lead, of each one fcruple. 
As we apprehend the above will be fufficient to convey a 


tolerable idea of this piece, we fhall decline expatiating on: 


& . . . ° . . 
The merc. dulcis precipitat isa preparation peculiar to our au- 
thor, which he defcribesto be fweet mercury precipitated in lime-water. 
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g fubje@ that can afford little entertainment or improvement 
to the greater part of our readers: and only take notice, that 
this gentleman in a more eminent manner merits the regard of 
his profefion, to whofe interefts as well as credit, he feems to 
have been particularly attentive ; and more efpecially of thofg 
¢ juft coming into pratice, whofe notions,’ he obferves, ¢ are 
¢ frequently formed from reading two or three authors, and 
‘ thofe, perhaps, none of the beft:’ for the information of 
thefe, this treatife is confefledly written, and to fuch it ma 

pofibly be of fome fervice. Mr. Norford’s intention will be 
better comprehended in his own words,—This § effay then 
¢ may be faid to be a proper direction to the choice of au- 
thors on the fubjeét, and is afummary view of their different 
fentiments ; by the help of which | have been greatly guided 
in my practice.—I hope, therefore, it will not be thought a 
ufelefs undertaking to publifh my fuccefs: like a traveller 
on his journey—who, after having enquired of various people 
the beft road to the place whither he was going, and having 
received different directions from fome of them, he is at 
laft guided by the majority of their concurring opinions, 
and his own reaion; and on his meeting the next ftranger, 
he informs him not only by whom he was guided, that he 
may afk (if he pleafes) occafionally, but likewife gives 
fuch other directions as he had found moft ufeful to 
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Art. Lui. The accomplifhed woman, written in French, by M. 
du Bofeq, @ Francifcan, counfellor and preacher in ordinary' 
to the hing in the year 1630. Tranflated by a gentleman of 
Cambridge. 2 vols, 12m0. 6s, Watts. 


HIS performance of m. du Bojcq, according to the tranf- 
lator, is profefledly defigned * for the entertainment and 

¢ inftruction of the fair fex, in virtue and good morals:’ per- 
haps it may not be thought to contribute very greatly to the 
former of thefe purpofes; neverthelefs, we cannot think it al- 
together unworthy the public regard on the latter account; 
tho’ the examples herein adduced fhould be efteemed too trite, 
and the expreffion in general too ferious for the vivacity of 
modern tafte, yet the precepts intended to be hereby inculcat- 
ed, feem to us not il] adapted, both to infpire a due regard for 
decorum, and to amend the heart. 
Tt appears from the preface to this tranflation, that this 
treatife was often attacked by the critics of thofe days, § who 
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« were anfwered by the author’s friend, the learned P. @ Ab- 
¢ Jancourt;’ notwithftanding which m. du Bofeg himfelf thought 
it incumbent on him, in a fecond edition, to apologize ‘* for 
<< having made ufe of fo many fables : for having exhibited 
«© moft of his fubjeéts under two different views ; for having 
‘¢ given leffons adapted to the ufe of man as. well as of wo- 
‘s man; and for not having defcended to particular inftruc- 
‘© tions to pleafe the vulgar.”’ 

By the fame means, we are informed, that the whole of 
this work was not yey | publifhed at the fame time; 
but that the fuccefs of the firft eighteen chapters induced the 
author foon after to add ten more, which he calls a fecond 
part; and that from a like motive he fubjoined the twelve laft 
chapters, to which he prefixed an advertifement, which w¢ 
fhall infert, the rather as it may ferve to evidence the integrity 
of his intentions. 

‘ Tho’ there is not a fingle difcourfe in this book, wherein 

¢ I have not given fome advice relating to piety; it feems 
* however neceflary, that I fhould make the accomplifbed wo- 
§ man yet more Chri/tian than in the two former parts; I have 
¢ therefore added this third part, wherein I have endeavoured 
‘to fhew them exprefly, that the Chri/fian virtues contain 
© nothing grievous or burthenfome to their condué in morals, 
* but on the contrary, that they direét, comfort, and adorn 
‘them. I would likewife fhew them, the impertinence, as 
© well as malice, of thofe who would fain perfuade them that 
* devotion is irkfome to fociety, and difagreeable to converfa- 
* tion; fince the infidels themfelves have wifhed to have their 
‘ women pious and devout. For this reafon I have compared 
© the virtue of the Gentiles with our own, in order to learn 
* more clearly, that Chri/tian piety is not fo incumbered as the 
‘ heathen was; and that as, to form an accomplifhed woman 
* in any age whatever, the religion of the country mutt be 
* takenin; fo it is impoffible among us to make an accomplifhed 
© woman without the Chriffian religion ;—’ 

The fubjeéts here treated of are truly interefting, and of 
the utmoft importance in the concerns of life; nor are the in- 
ftructions herein contained lefs neceflary, nor the reproofs lefs 
applicable to the prefent age, than they were to that in which 
this writer lived: to regulate the manners, and direé&t the 
paffions of mankind, are equally intended in this undertaking ; 
fo laudable a view therefore, may, in fome meafure, compen- 
fate for its defeéts ; and if the fentiments are ufeful, let them 


not be rejected for a few imperfections, in. articles of mere 
decoration. 
* Of 
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‘ Of drefs and ornament, 


¢ It is certain, that let women drefs how they will, they 
cannot pleafe every one; either the old or the young wilt 
find fomething to carp at: and it is impofible to efcape the 
laughter of the one, or the cenfure of the other. There are 
fome of fuch an antiquated tafte, as not to. endure to fee any 
one in the fafhion, and think it is intolerable to depart 
from a drefs that was wore at leaft fome hundred years ago 
but this is to fhew too great a contempt for the prefent age, 
in honour to the paft, without confidering that we muft 
fubmit to what we cannot hinder; and that oftentimes 
there is lefs vanity in following fafhions received, than being 
tenacious of the antient. Fools may perhaps invent them, 
but the wife will accommodate themfelves to them, inftead 
of inveighing againft them to no purpofe. Drefs, as well as 
words, ought to be conformable to the prefent times; and 
as they would be taken for madmen, who would fpeak at 
court in the Corni/h diale&t, we ought to think no better of 
thofe who fhould come there in the apparel of villagers. 
They who blame the £nglifh for their inconftancy herein, 
would do better to quit that flavifh opinion which reftrains 
them from following the fafhion, for fear of not dreffing like 
their great?grandmothers. Or where will they fix the date of 
drefs? If that of antient times is to be the only rule, they 
may as well go back to the drefs of Adam, and be cloathed 
in fkins and leaves, to make it the more venerable for its 
antiquity. 

© It is happily enough faid, that reafon and cuftom are like the 


© fun and moon, becaufe we make ufe of the light of either 


upon occafion, tho’ the one is much brighter than the other. 
Excefs is every where blameable, efpecially in novelties ; 
it is folly to contemn them, and vanity to embrace them. 
As I approve not of thofe, who with too much curiofity 
look out for new fafhions, I cannot efteem thofe who part 
with regret from their high heads and farthingales. This 
obftinacy arifes from felf-love, and they are not lefs punifh- 
able than thofe who, in trade, would put off old medals for 
money, againft the laws of princes, and the ufage gf the 
country. They render their age ridiculous, and are fo full of 
ceremonies, that they only make the decay of time, and the 
defects of nature the more obfervable inthem. Indeed care 
and time employed only in drefs, is worthy of blame when 
it is extreme, or when the intentions are not honeft ;_ but 
fetting afide this abufe, I fee no more danger in decking the 
countenance, than in ingraving jewels, or polifhing marble. 
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¢ Men decorate their ceilings with fretwork, gild their fwords 
¢ and enrich their habits with moft coftly lace ;_ in fhort, they 
‘ drefs up every thing, even the very churches 5 why then 
¢ fhould any one find fault with women’s dreffing themfelves 
‘to the beft advantage, when ornament is approved in all 
¢ other refpects? St. Hierom writing to Gaudentius concern- 
¢ ing the drefs of young Paula, feems to excufe the innocent 
‘ curiofity of feveral women, who drefs with decency accord- 
¢ ing to their condition, Their fex 1s curious in ornament, and 
‘ naturally given to fumptuous ee infomuch that we fee 
¢ many chafte ladies, who neverthele/s drefs themfelves with great 
‘ jnduftry, without any other defre than to gratify their own 
‘ taffe in a certain complacency and very innocent fattsfattion. 
¢ This inclination, indeed, is fo natural to them, that there 
‘ have been thofe who have defired to be coffined in their beft 
¢ drefles, that they might carry into the other world what they 
¢ {o dearly loved in this. ‘They who approve not thefe indif- 
‘ ferent things, which the intention alone makes good or ill, 
¢ think they have a mighty advantage on women, when they 
‘ call them the devil’s infiruments ; not confidering that wo- 
¢ men, while their intentions are honeft, whatever harm they 
¢ do, are no more blameable herein, than is the Almighty’s 
¢ thunder, when the devils are permitted to pour it down on 
¢ men and churches. 

‘ Neverthelefs this difcourfe extends not fo far as to juftify 
¢ excefs herein, or patronize vice. J by no means excufe 
‘ painting. Modefty is the moft powerful charm, without 
‘ which beauty has no foul; and if other virtues gain admi- 
‘ ration, this alone merits love. Difhoneft decoration adds 
* nothing to beauty, nor does it in the leaft diminifh uglinefs 
¢ or deformity; fince in the opinion of Pythagoras, an ugly 
‘ face painted makes the heavens laugh, and the earth wep: and 
‘ after all, they have nothing but what you may find ina 
‘ milliner’s fhop ; they glory in a foreign good : whoever ob- 
* ferves them welb, will perceive they are mere pictures, drefled 
* up to deceive the eyes, like old gilded images, which in the 
‘ in-fide are worm-eaten and rotten. 

‘ But how fhameful is it to fee men more addiéted to 
* fuperfluitics than women? Hortenfius the Roman orator 
* fpent half the day in beholding and drefling himfelf inftead 
* of ftudying his orations; but we need not go fo far back 
* for examples, fince we live in an age when young gentle- 
* men affect this vicious curiofity more than ever: nay, fo 
* extravagantly fpruce are they grown, that we can {carce help 
f giving them the title which Ariflagoras fo dearly earned, 
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who was fo complete a fop, as generally to be called A/y- 
dam. Indeed fuch coxcombs fail as much in their defigns, 
as in the decorum of their fex ; for among women of fenfe, 
they are never lefs amiable, than when they take fuch idle 
pains to appear fo; they even make themfelves odious to all 
that fee them, and would find that a certain negligent air, 
with a genteel decency, would do more execution than all 
fuch fopperies and quaint drefles, which indeed are unwor- 
thy a man. | 

‘ Moreover it is to be feared, that as women too gorgeous 
in apparel, caufe fome doubt in their modelty ; fo men that 
are effeminate. in their drefs, create a juft fufpicion of their 
courage. Thofe young Roman knights, in whom Pompey 
had placed all his hopes, turned their backs at Phar/alia, 
for fear of being wounded in their pretty faces; they were 
not fo much afraid of being conquered, as to have a fear; 
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ty, their honour, and their country. 
© Of nobility by inheritance, and by virtue. 


© There is no doubt but we differ more in the manner of 
our lives than in birth; and I think it juft what is faid by 
one of the antients, that all blood is of the fame colour, 
or that there is no other difference in it, than what is caufed 
by ficknefs or health ; but that there are certain feeds in-us, 
by fome called half-virtues, and which are not lefs common 
to perfons of low birth, than to thofe of an illuftrious 
family. 

‘ The reafon is, that to make any one more excelient than 
another, nature can beftow but thefe four favours, beauty, 
health, ftrength of body, and a right difpofition of its or- 
gans; and how often do we fee thefe rich endowments de- 
praved and vitiated by idlenefs, effeminacy, and luxury! 
What noblemen excel others in, more commonly arifeth 
from education than birth ; as we fee many of mean extrac- 
tion, who have a benevolent heart and a generous fpirit 3 
fo we fee many of a good family, that have neither under- 
ftanding nor courage, and even more imperfections than the 
dregs of the common people. —— 

© From hence we learn, that it is not fo much to be born 
great, as to raife ourfelves: what an idle fancy is it to va- 
lue ourfelves upon a nobility to which we have contributed 
nothing, and in which the painters upon a wall, or the ep 
taphs upon a monument, bear a greater fhare than ourfelves! 
* As if true nobility ought not to appear more in our — 
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¢ than in a coat of arms, or upon a medal. We fhould ra- 
‘ ther have regard to our end than our birth ; it matters little 
‘ from whom we have received life, fo it be good. If our 
‘ cradle be not illuftrious, we fhould endeavour to make our 
¢ tomb fo; this will be more glorious for us, becaufe the one 
‘ depends upon accident, the other upon our own probity. 
© What fatisfaétion is there in feeing weeds {pring up in a 
‘ fine field, or a falfe ftone fet in gold? As no honour can 
‘ redound to a proftitute, from her being born of a chafte 
‘ mother; fo no infamy can accrue to a virtuous woman, 
‘ from her being born of vicious parents: the one but heigh- 
‘tens her glory thereby, the other her difgrace. Of what 
‘ advantage was it to Cham, that he was the fon of Noah ? 
¢ Or what diflervice to Abraham, that he was born of Thara, 
‘ and that he, who was fo zealous in the fervice of the true 
‘ God, was begot by a father who was an idolator? It is 
‘ as ridiculous for a man to boaft his being born of illuftrious 
‘ parents, as for a dwarf to brag of being defcended from 
‘ giants ; and who thinks the ftature of his anceftors can ex- 
‘ cufe the imperfection of his own. What can be more 
‘ fhameful than to found our reputation upon the virtue of 
© others? 
‘ If the goodnefs of parents hath fometimes feemed to de- 
* fcend upon their children, how often have we feen the con- 
‘trary? Seldom does the merit of our anceftors reach down 
‘tous, Virtue in defcending from its firft fource, acts the 
* contrary part to rivers; the origin of thefe is fmall, but 
* they {well and expand themfelves as they flow along; where- 
‘ as virtue, however great at firft, gradually decreafeth in 
* proportion to the diftance from its firft {pring ; from an head 
‘ of gold we defcend to feet of clay: and methinks /ri/fotle 
* fpeaks like a philofopher, when he fays, that we receive more 
* from our fathers than from our grandfathers, and that virtue, 
© the more recent, is the better and the ftronger. 
* And yet to hear many boaft of the fplendor of their an- 
* ceftors, one would think their virtue muft infallibly defcend 
* upon them, as the genus defcends in the fpecies, and the 
fpecies in individuals. Ridiculous fancy! as if no one could 
ever degenerate from his race, or virtue depended not more 
upon our choice and liberty, than our birth! Befides, what- 
ever may be faid of the progrefs of nobility, we cannot fay 
the fame of its beginnings; for had not the firft of any fa- 
: mily, that is now noble, a father that was not fo? By 
what means could he change the blood of his grand-father ? 
t how can he communicate other inclinations, or other 
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© natural powers to his children, than what he received -froni 
© his forefathers ? 
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‘ Thus fome nobles lay an imaginary claim to virtue; 
thus we often fee a title without poffeffion, and that it is 
not nature, but their vanity that lifts them up fo much 
above others. Nay, to examine the lives of fome, it feems, 
as if to be noble was nothing elfe but to be ignorant with 
lefs fhame, and vicious with more boldnefs and impunity. 

¢ Yet, on the other hard, we muft own, that whatever 
evil attends nobility by inheritance, it is not becaufe it ig 
bad in itfelf, but becaufe it is abufed; nobility is a charaéte; 
of great advantage, it leads us fo forcibly to what is good, 
that it feems, as it were, a natural virtue. How is it poffible 
then for women of an illuftrious birth not to be fubjeét 
to virtue, fince they have a natural inclination thereto, the 
benefit of a proper education from their parents, and the 
bright example of their anceftors? Experience frequently 
fhews, that the noble are more generous in time of danger; 
more polite in converfation, and more adroit in whatever 
they undertake; fo that even the countenance of feveral 
fhews a more than ordinary greatnefs of foul. 

¢ But to conclude with what is of the greateft moment in 
this refpect ; women of high birth fhould endeavour to join 
the nobility of virtue with that of inheritance; as merit can 
render thofe illuftrious who are but of mean extraction, vice 
will make thofe infamous that are of the beft families. Thé 
counfel of St. ‘ferome to Celantia is worthy the obfervation 
of the whole fex: We ought, fays he, to e/feem that nobility 
which pleafeth God, which depends upon ourfelves and is infe- 
parable from virtue. ‘There are three forts of nobility, di- 
vine, worldly, and moral; the divine depends upon the 
power of God, the worldly upon the greatnefs of our birth, 
the moral upon the liberty of our mind; if we confider well 
the importance of the firft, we fhall fet lefs value upon the 
fecond, and render ourfelves mere capable of the third. 

© Laftly, as our anceftors wore moons in their fhoes * as 
marks of their nobility, I cannot give a better example 
here, than that in holy writ +, where it is faid, And there 
appeared a woman cloathed with the fun, upon her head was a 
crown of ftars, and the moon under her feet. To refemble this 
vifion, women fhould contemn that which moft of them 
adore; they muft throw under foot the fparkling vanities 


* This cuftom was obferved by the nobleft fenator in Rome. See 


the reafon of it in P/utarch on Roman queftions. 
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¢ that many carry in their head, and feek the whole fplendor 
¢ of their nobility in being illumined by the grace of God and 
¢ crowned with virtue.’ 

The above may fuffice to convey a tolerable idea of the 
foregoing Work, as it appears in this tranflation, the particular 
merits of which we have not an opportunity of entering inte, 


having never feen the original. PY C 
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Art. iit. Remarks on ecclefiaftical biftory, vol MI. 8¥0. 


ss. Davis, Whifton, &c. For the firft and fecond volumes 
fee our fourth and faxth volumes. 


N tbe firft and fecond:volumes of this work, the learned and 
worthy mr. ‘fortim casried down his remarks on ecclefiaf- 
tical hiftory to the age of Conffantine, and in the volume naw 
publifhed, he. has continued them to the death of that emperor. 
The fubjeé&ts he examines in it are thefe following: viz, the 
ftate of the Chri/fiam church, which he fhews to have de- 
creafed in virtue as it increafed in fplendor; the origin and 
progrefs of fuperftition and fpiritual tyranny; the unhappy 
controverfies which fignalized the fourth century ; the coun- 
cils called. to compofe thefe difputes, which never anfwered 
the purpofes they were defigned for ; the character of the ec- 
cleuaftical hiftorians, who have tranfmitted to us the memory 
of thefe events; the laws of the firft Chri/fian emperor; the 
accomplifhment of the prophecies in the deftruction of the 
perfecutors of Chriffianity; the ftate of the ‘Ferws ever fince 
their rejection, and the hopes which Chri/fians entertain, that 
God in his appointed time will fhew mercy and favour to this 
his once chofen people. Thefe fubjects he difcuffes with his 
ufual judgment, and in fuch a manner as fhews not only great 
learning, but great candor and moderation, without which 
ting is comparatively of fmall value. 
. He fets out with fome remarks on the fhining crofs, with 
this infcription, zérw vine, which Con/fantine is faid to have 
feen over the fun, as he was marching at the head of his army, 
to fight Maxentius. Without determining whether this was 
amiracle, or only a folar halo, which laft he feems to think 
moft probable, he obferves, that it tended to. the fervice of 
Chriftianity, and to bring about the great revolution which 
then happened. After this he proceeds to confider the caufes, 
Origin, and progrefs of the worthip of faints, martyrs, and .re- 
ues Of monkery, lying wonders, aufterities, &c. what he 


fays 
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fays on this head, we fhall lay before our readers in his own 
words. 


¢ When the church tinder Con/fantine and his fucceffors en- 


« joyed the protection of the civil powers, the Chriffians 
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compared their prefent with their paft condition, and called 
to mind the fufferings of their predeceflors, and the patience 
and fortitude which they had exerted, particularly in the lat 
and fevereft perfecution. Thefe confiderations raifed jn 
them an high, and indeed a juft veneration for the martyrs: 
but it did not ftop here, it ran into excefs and produced 
bad effects. Every rumour concerning the behaviour of 
thofe faints, was received without due examination; the 
number of the fufferers was augmented, the fufferings of 
fome them were exaggerated, and many fictitious miracles 
were added to the account. ‘Their bodies were difcovered 
by the help of vifions and revelations, and were faid to emit 
perfumes, and to work miracles without end. ‘This drew 
a great refort to their graves, and every one had his ftor 

to tell of the benefits which himfelf or his neighbour had 
received. To have been fufpicious or flow of belief on fuch 
occafions would have paffed for little better than atheifm, 
and thus the frenzy grew epidemical. In the time of u- 
guftin, many real or pretended monks went ftrolling about, 
as hawkers and pedlars, felling the bones and reliques of 


‘© The fathers of thofe times, as Athanafius, Gregory Na- 
zianzen, and who not, but particularly Chry/o/fom, with his 
popular eloquence, contributed to the utmoft of their 
power to encourage the fuperftitious veneration and invo- 
cation of faints, the love of monkery, and the belief of 
miracles wrought by monks and reliques. Some of thefe 
fathers, and particularly Gregory, were, in other refpects, 
valuable men ; but this was the diftemper of the age, an¢ 
they were not free from it. 

© Thence arofe religious addrefles to the martyrs, who 
were confidered as patrons and interceffors, which tended 
to leffen the reliance and gratitude due to Chriff, and to 
fubftitute new expedients in the room of rational piety and 
ftri&t morality; and thofe Chriffians who were canfcious 
of their own defects, began to pay immoderate honours to 
the martyrs, that by their intereft they might obtain remif- 
fion of fins. Prudentius, who had a fine genius, and was 4 
good poet for the time in which he flourifhed, to attone, 
as he fays, for the follies of his youth, fpent his latter days 


in defending the catholic faith, and in compofing ae 
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the martyrs ; and exprefles his hopes, that St. Romanus 
would do him a confiderable fervice at the day of judgment, 
for the fake of a poem in which he had celebrated that 
martyr. 

‘ Thefe practices fuited the half-converts and nominal 
Chriftians, who came over for the loaves, under Coriffian 
emperors. ‘The gay and fplendid appearance of the church 
helped to allure them ; they found new religious amufements 
to make up for thofe which they had quitted, and if they 
were fuperftitious before, they might be fo ftill, mutatis mu- 
tandis. In the room of gods and goddefles, they had faints 
male and female, lord and lady prote€tors, to whom they 
might pay their refpects; and inftead of fleeping in their 
old temp!es, they could flumber over the bones of the mar- 
tyrs, and receive as good information and afnilance. If 
they longed for miracles, portents, prodigies, prophecies, 
vifions, dreams, omens, divinations, amulets, charms, &c. 
they might be fupplied. 

¢ [Thus the fathers of the fourth century in general intro- 
duced an irregular worfhip of the faints. Iam forry that 
I cannot entirely acquit Eu/ebius upon this head. 
‘ To obferve a proper mean in the public refpect due to 
departed faints, was a dificult point, and required more 
care and caution than the fathers and ecclefiaftics of the 
fourth century thought fit to beftow upon it. Nothing 
feemed more reafonable than to celebrate fuffering virtue, 
and to reverence thofe illuftrious perfons who had preferred 
duty to riches, honours, pleafures, and length of days. Gra- 
titude, and dear affetion, and friendfhip, and every com-~ 
mendable difpolition, pleaded for fuch a practice; and by 
it an holy emulation was kindled, and Chr‘fians were ex- 
cite] to imitate thofe whom they admired, and whom they 
faw thus honoured and pra‘fed. But the tranfition from 
lawful to unlawful veneration was eafily made; and as the 
pagans from honouring their heroes foon began to deify 
them, it was eafy to furefee that the Chriffians, who were 
come over, or half over, from paganifm, would behave 
themfelves much in the fame manner towards faints and 
martyrs, unlefs they were diligently reftrained. And yet 
the fathers, inftead of guarding againft this rifing evil, gave 
it encouragement by their many indifcretions. 

‘Hubertus Languctus, in one of bis epifiles, obferves, that 
the day of the martyrdom of ‘John Hu/s, was kept at Prague 
with a folemnity approaching to fuperftition. It may be 
fo; but if a little enthufiafm and fuperftition is pardonable 
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in any cafe, it is in paying honours to thofe worthies, who 
were maflacred by cruel bigots and by nominal Chriffians, 
and who aéted or fuffered in defence of liberty, civil or re- 
ligious ; mames far more venerable than one half of thofe 
which fill up the calendars and martyrologies. There is 
no great danger that proteftants fhould ever run into fuch 
excels, as to worfhip their heroes and martyrs. 

‘ Praying at the tombs of the martyrs was one of the foole- 
ries which the fathers fhould have reftrained. What an 
idea did it give to weak Chri/fians, of the Almighty, who 
ought to be worfhipped in {pirit and in truth? As if he 
could be fuppofed to fhew more favour to a petition, becaufe 
it was offered up at the place where a good man lay 
buried ? 

‘ As the honours paid to the dead, and to the reliques of 
the martyrs, were fet forward and fupported, tho’ not en- 
tirely, yet principally, by the Confubftantialifts, the Arians 
feem to have been rather lefs difpofed to run into thefe 
puerilities. Faz//us, the manichzan, reproaches the catho- 
lic Chriftians with their endlefs fuperftitions of this kind, 
and tells them, that they were no better than humble imita- 
tors of pagan-idolators. 
‘ The fulferings of the martyrs had another effect upon 
perfons of more zeal than prudence, and of a fervid and fa- 
natical difpofition. ‘The times of martyrdom were over, 
and that fort of courage and conftancy could not be exerted ; 
and therefore pious people contrived a method of voluntary 
martyrdom, and inflicted upon themfelves as many pains 
and penaltics as pagan cruelty had invented. They left 
parents, wives, children, friends, families, and fortunes 5 
they retired from the world; they obliged themfelves to a 
fingle and folitary life; they allowed themfelves no more 
food, raiment, and fleep, than would juft keep body and 
foul together: and in thefe aufterities, to do them juf- 
tice, there was ufually no diffimulation, all was perform- 
ed in earneft. Several of them, as Theodorus and Symzor 
Styletes, when their mothers and fifters came to vifit them, 
and earneftly begged admittance, would not be feen. When 
any of them quitted their retirement, and returned to the 
world, they were confidered as apoftates, and men loft to 
goodnels; but they might enter into the church. 

© At firft they fet at defiance all learning, a3 ufelefs or 
pernicious, and imitated their father Antony, who was en- 
tirely illiterate. They fpent their time working with their 
hands, and in filence, prayer, and contemplation ; but af- 
5 © terwards, 
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© terwards, when they were formed into focieties, they be- 
¢ took themfelves to ftudy. 

‘ They dwelt apart, each in his hole, fo that moft of them 
© kept fad company; and by this moping and ever-mufing 
‘ life, they were prepared and qualified to dream dreams, and 
© fee vifions, and to converfe with angels and demons, and 
‘ many miracles were faid to be wrought by them, which 
© found eafy credit and reception in a credulous age. 

© The devils ufed often to appear to the monks in the fi- 
‘ gure of Zthiopian boys or men, and thence probably the 
€ painters learned to make the devil black. 

©. Evagrius, an adorer of monkery, bath given us a ftrange 

¢ account of the monks of Pale/fine, in the fifth century. 
‘ Some, fays he, fhut up in monattries, exercife all forts of 
‘ macerations ; fome dwell in little dens of the earth, juft 
big enough to hold them; others of a more eminent degree, 
males and females, repaw to defart places, wearing nothing, 
except a {mall covering over their nakednefs, and, walking 
upon all four, eat grafs and roots like the beafts; and if 
they fee any paflenger, they run away and hide themfelves. 
Another fort of monks, more peifeét than al] the former, 
haunt the cities and the places of the greateit refort, pre- 
tending to be mad, and run into public houfes, and eat and 
drink with any fort of people, and frequent the baths 
continually, and above all teek out the company of the 
women that go there, and wafh themfelves along with 
them, &¢.—You may think, perhaps, that Evagrius in- 
tended to infult or ridicule them. It is no fuch thing; he 
is very ferious. 
‘—Conftantine held in the higheft veneration thofe who 
‘ addicted themfelves to divine philofophy, as it was called in 
‘ thofe days, that is, to monkery; and the holy women who 
‘ preferved a perpetual virginity, thefe he almoft adored. So 
* favs Eufcbius, who was carried away himfelf with the tor- 
‘ rent, and overvalued this ftrange way of life. “lo fome of 
* thefe faints might have been applied, what Tertullian fays 
* of the Roman god Faunus Fatuus, Curari eum magis quam 
© confecrari decebat.—But of all the praifers of virginity, “Fe- 
‘ romteems to have performed his part the beft, who calls 
© Euffochium, the nun, his lady, becauie fhe was the /peufe 
* of his ford, and reminds the mother of this lady, that the 
* had the honour-to be Ged’s mother-in-law. 

* After all, fince fome of the antient monks feem to have 
* been pious, honeft, well-meaning, and fenfible men, a 
doubt will arife whether the writers of their lives have not 
Aa 2 * fome- 
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© fometimes mifreprefented them, as ufing more rigour amd 
‘ {clf-maceration than they really exercifed ; and whether they 
© have not afcribed to them fome freaks and follies into which 
« they never fell, as weil as miracles which they never per- 
‘ formed. The fayings and the actions of thefe folitary faints, 
« collected by Tillemont, Fleury, and others, and inferted in 
* various parts of their ecclefiaftical hiltories, are fometimes 
© noble and commendable, charitable, difcreet, compaffionate, 
‘ and good-natured ; but oftner trifling, frantic, abfurd, and 
¢ ridiculous, mixed with everlafting apparitions of devils, and 
‘ with miracles of the moft ufelefs, fantaftic, and improbable 
‘ kind: fo the whole is a ftrange medley of piety and folly, 
* fenfe and nonfenfe. 

¢ Concerning the miracles wrought in the fourth and fifth 
centuries, this general obfervation may be made, that they 
were ufually performed either to ferve the caufe of the Con- 
fubftantialifts and to run down Arianifm, as afterwards 
Neftorianifm and Pelagiani/m, or to eftablifh the adoration 
of faints and of reliques, or to reprefent a monaflic life as 
the fummit of human piety, the quinteflence of perfection, 
and a fervice the moft acceptable to heaven. One would 
wonder how the phyficians did to live in thofe days, when 
this effufion of miracles feemed to have rendered their art 
altogether unneceflary. They could have had no bufinefs, 
except amongtt pagans, ‘fews, heretics, and fchifmatics.’ 
Mr. ‘Fortin informs us, that in the fourth century the num- 
bers of the monks and nuns of 4gyp¢ alone amounted to 
more than ninety-fix thoufand; and that one reafon of this 
multiplicity was, that they were a collection of all forts of 
people, of beggars, fugitives, vagabonds, flaves, day-labourers, 
peafants, mechanics of the loweft fort, thieves, and highway- 
men, inured to ftripes, poverty, hunger, and hardfhips; fo 
that a monaflic life, fuch as it was, was preferable to that 
which they had led; and by becoming monks, they became 
gentlemen, and a fort of faints. 

Conftantine, he goes on to inform us, had a great defire to 
accomplifh two very laudable defigns; the firft was to propa- 
gate Chriflianity, and to convert unbelievers ; the other to re- 
unite Chriftians, and to compofe their differences. In the 
firft attempt he fucceeded in fome meafure, but along with 
thofe who were fincere in their profeffion, there came a mul- 
titude of hypocrites and nominal Chriffians: the latter project 
he quickly found to be impra€ticable. 

He now proceeds to give an account of the Arian con- 
troverfy, which, as he juftly obferves, was the occafion of 
in- 
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innumerable lies, flanders, forgeries, pretended miracles, per- 
fecutions, baniihments, feditions and murders, of many falle and — 
partial hiftories, and of a multitude of councils, which produced 
only confution and difcord. In what he fays on this fubject, 
and indeed on moit others, he feems to us to fhew great im- 
partiality: and in regard to general councils, he gives us his 
fentiments with great freedom. He obferves, that by paying 
little deference to them, few inconveniences arife, compared 
with thofe which inevitably follow a blind and tame fubmiffion 
in points of faith, to human decifions, and to public wi/dom, 
as fome controverfial doors have loved to call it. 

© Public wifdom,’ fays he, * is a mere Proteus, and not to 

‘ confider it in Pagan or Mahommedan countries, amongft 
the ‘ews it was once the wifdom of Ahab and ‘Fezabel, and 
afterwards of Annas and Caiaphas ; and in Chriftian regions 
it hath appeared in an hundred fhapes. Ic fets out with a 
great thew of religion: it begins with the go/pel according 
to St. Matthew, and it often ends in the go/pel according to 
mr. Hobbes,’ 
After giving a fummary account of the Athanafian and 
Arian controverfy, during the firit forty years, he obferves, 
that the pagans, who were by-{tanders in the times when it 
was fo warmly agitated, could not be much edified, or much 
difpofed to embrace Chriftianity, when they faw it: profeflors 
at fuch implacable variance; and tells us, that the Alexan-. 
dricns, a people naturally fatyrifts, jefters, and buffoons, 
were highly entertained with the debates, and made them the 
fubject of conftant ridicule and drollery in their theatres. 
‘ They were doubtlefs, fays he, of the fame opinion with 
© Shaftefbury and his facetious difciples, that ridicule is the only 
© teft of truth.’ 

If when the quarrel between Alexander and Arius was 
grown to fuch a height as to want a remedy, the fathers of 
the church had, for the fake of peace, agreed to draw upa 
confeffion of faith in words of f{cripture, and to eftablith the 
divinity of Chri/? in the expreffions uled by the apoftles, every 
one, our author tells us, might have aflented to it, and the 
Arian party would moft certainly have received it. The dif- 
ference of fentiments, he obferves, would not have ceafed, but 
the controverfy would have cooled and dwindled away, after 
every champion had difcharged his zeal upon paper, and had 
written to his heart’s content. The Arian notion, that the 
Jon was created in time, and that there was a time when he ex- 
ifted not, would have probably funk, as not being the language 
of the new teftament; and the Macedonian notion, that the 
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holy ghoft was created in time, would have funk with the 
other, for the fame reafon; at leaft, thefe opinions would 
never have been obtruded as articles of fa.th. 

W hat pity it is, that this excellent method which mr. 
Fortin mentions of compofing religious Controvertics, of all 
others the moft pernicious, and carried on with the. greateft 
acrimony, is not.made ufe of in thefe more enlightened days 
of the church, when Cori/? anity is much better. underftood, 
than it was inthe times of Alexander and Arius! Vf articles of 
faith and confeffions were drawn up in words of {cripture, and 
the doétrines of Chriffianity exprefled in the language of Chriff 
and his apoftles, we might then expect to fee peace and har- 
mony flourifh among us, and our unhappy divifions for ever 
banifhed. There would then be no fuch abfurdand ridicu- 
lous jargon, fuch ftrange and unintelligible ttuff, as the Atha- 
nafian creed, to be heard in our churches, which i is NOW a re- 
proach to our ecclefiaitical conftitution, and a difgrace to our 
public worfhip. But to return. 

One remarkable ditference, our author informs us, was 
obfervable between the creeds which were propofed during 
the Arian controverfy, “The Confubftantialifls, he fays, drew 
up their creed with a view to exclude and diftrefs the Arians: 
the 4rians had no defizn to diftrefs the Confubftantialifts, but 
ufually propofed creeds to which Athanafius himfelf might have 
affented; fo that if the compileis were Arians, their creeds 
were not Arian. 

After givi ng a fhort account of the doctrine of the Nicene 
fathers, and of what they meant by confubftantiality, Ge. 
he tells us, that after the death of Con/fantine, Conftantius 
perfecuted the Confubitantialiits ; that the Arians under his 
protection (as afterwards under /’a/ens) were guilty. of many 
horrible outrages and crucl:ies, which muft kave hurt their 
caufe greatly, and have mace honeft men hold them in abo- 
mination; that ‘fudian gave liberty to all the contenders to 
fight it out in cifputation, and recalled thofe whom Conffan- 
tius had banithed ; that the Arians were divided into fedts, 
which snatheunabined and plagued each other; that Arzanif/m, 
however, fubfifted, and made a confiderable figure for above 
three hundred years, and was at laft dcitroyed by violence 
and perfecution. 

Paiing over feveral other fubje&s which our author conf- 
ders, we fhall now lay before our readers part of what he 
fays in: regard to the ecclefiaftical hiftorians, beginning with 
Eufebius, the father of ecclefiaftical hiftory. ‘ Eufebius,’ fays 


he, * like the illuftrious Origex, of whom he was very _ 
© hat 





























For NOVEMBER, 1753. 359 


hath had warm friends, and inveterate enemies, and the 
world hath ever been divided in judging of his theological 
fentiments. ‘The Arians and Unitarians have always laid 
claim to him, and of their oppofers many have given him 
up, others have defended him; and in truth, any party 
might be glad to have him on their fide. 
‘Inthe manufcripts of Ex/ebius, we find him perpetually 
cenfured and reviled in marginal notes, by Greek fcholiafts, 
and called Arian, heretic, blaiphemer, deteftable wretch, Se. 
—Heé was one of thofe bifhops who judged that Arius had 
hard meafure, and who wrote a !etter in h's behalf to Alex- 
ander of Alexandria: but he was a bad intercefflor upon 
that occafion, and probably had very little intereft with 
Alexander.—He was certainly no admirer of Athanafius, yet 
not an active and a violent adverfary. He had the favour 
and friendfhip of Con/fantine, which he feems never to have 
ufed in depreffing or hurting others, or in getting any thing 
for hunfelf; and he refufed to change his bidhopric for a 
better. 
* Eufebius was very laborious and induftrious, and muft 
have {pent much ti.ne and pains in reading, collecting and 
digefting ; but he feems to have beitowed little in forming 
a ftile, and in imitating the colour, manner, and diction 
of polite writers; his language is neither elegant nor per- 
fpiguous, and where it aims at eloquence and fublimity, it 
is ufually turgid and perplexed.—Treating of the dodirine 
of the trinity, he makes this remark: ‘¢ Our faviour hath 
** taught us what we ought to think concerning him, in or- 
*¢ der to obtain falvation ; God fa loved the world, that he gave 
“¢ his only begotten fon, that whofoever believeth in him may have 
“6 life eternal. He fays not, he who énoweth his nature, but 
*§ he who believeth in him.”’ | 
Mr. Fortin proceeds to give us Exu/ebius’s notions concern- 
ing the Arian controverfy, the nature of the fon and holy 
fpirit, miracles, images, &c. and to explain fome paflages 
in his works; after which he makes a few remarks on the 
ecclefiaitical hiftorians who are his ufual companions, Socrates, 
Sozomen, §Sc. 
* Socrates,’ fays he, * was born early in the fifth century, 
and educated at Conftantinople. He profefled the law, and 
pleaded at the bar, and thence was called Scholafficus, the 
name which was then given to advocates. He wrote an 
ecclefiaftical hiftory with much accuracy and judicioufnefs, 
and with much plainnefs and fimplicity of ftile, avoiding all 
rhetorical flourifhes.—He was a prudent, cool, and mode- 
Aa 4 * rate 
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rate man, who made no fcruple to commend what he 
thought commendable in Chriftians of all parties ; and tho’ 
he calls the fociety of the orthodox the churci, yet he did 
not believe that all they who feparated themfelves from it, 
were therefore profligate people and reprobates. As he was 
a lawyer, fays Le Clerc, he had learned and acquired from 
the courfe of his ftudies, a moderation and an equity, rarely 
to be found in the ecclefiaftics of that time, Upon all oc- 
cafions he declares himfelf openly againtt perfecution, and 
appears a true friend to liberty, civi! and religious. Only 
in the affair of miracles he was too eafy of belief, and hath 
difgraced himfelf and his hiftory by relating fome fcolifh 
{tories of the marvellous kind. 
* Hermias Sozomenus was alfo a lawyer. His ftile is rather 
more elegant than that of Sscrates; but in judgment he is 
not equalto him. Being of a family which had exceffively 
admired the monks, and himfelf born and bred up in Pa- 
laftine, and educated at the feet of thofe Gamaliels, he 
contracted a fuperftitious and trifling turn of mind, and an 
amazing credulity for monkith miracles, and in this refpect 
became magnus xugarum helluo. He {peaks of the benefit 
which he himfelf had received from the interceffion of 
Michael the arch-angel.—He and Sacrates were contempo- 
raries, and lived in the time of Theodofius Funior. As hitto- 
rians, they fo often and fo largely coincide, that the one 
muft have tranfcribed the other; and there is reafon to 
think, that Socrates wrote firft, and that Sozomen was the 
copyift, —— 
* Theodoret’s learning and abilities were great, but he want- 
ed the calmnefs, and moderation, and impartiality, which 
are requifite in an hiftorian. He cannot fpeak of the Arians, 
and of the emperor ‘fulian, without lofing his temper; he 
hath given a good charaéter to fome wortblefs men, be- 
caufe he thought them orthodox ; and in the point of mi- 
racles, he was either credulous beyond all meafure, or he 
judged it expedient to keep up devotion and piety in the 
common people by feeding them with legends fuited to their 
tafte.— Whatever was his reafon for it, he wrote the lives 
of the moft eminent monks ; in which we find a beggar 
who died fuddenly whilit he was aéting the dead man to get 
alms from a faint, and then was raifed to life again ; an her- 
mit fed by a lion, who ufed to bring him dates in bis pecket ; 
apples fent from heaven to the monks; a dead man de- 
claring who had murdered him; Fews ccnduéted by lions ; 
the emperor’s fick horfe cured by a monk, who — 
© his 
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‘his belly with holy oil, and made him drink fome water 
‘ fanified with the fign of the crofs; together with the mar- 
‘ vellous exploits of Simeon Stylites, Sc. A work how un- 
¢ worthy of Theod>ret !” 

Our author now proceeds to make fome remarks on The0- 
doret’s difputes with Cyril, on Cyril’s character, on Evagrius, 
Theodorus, Byzantius, Philoftorgius, and on the laws ot Con- 
flantine ; aiter which he confiders the accomp'ifhment of the 
prophecies in the deftruction of perfecuting princes and mezi- 
ftrates. He obferves, that there is ufually much rafhnefs and 
prefumption in pronouncing that the calamities of {inners 
are particular judgments of God; but tells us, that if from 
facred and profane, from antient and modern hiftorians, a 
collection were made of all the cruel perfecuting tyrants, 
who delighted in tormenting their fellow-creatures, and who 
died not the common death of all men, nor were vilited af- 
ter the vifitation of all men, but whofe plagues were horrible 
and ftrange, even a fceptic would be moved at the evidence, 
‘and be apt to fufpeét that it was Setey 71, that the hand of God 
was in it. 

He produces various inftances of untimely deaths, which 
befel the perfecuting emperors; and obferves, that from the 
hezinning of the reign of Tiberius, down to Conftantine, the 
Romans, even omitting the collegues of the emperors, and 
thofe ufurpers who fet themfelves up again{ft them, had no 
lefs than thirty-feven emperors, whofe reigns, one with ano- 
ther, amounted only to /even years for each. ‘Take the fame 
fpace of time, fays he, in the Englifh hiftory from William 
the conqueror, and you have no more than e/even kings, and 
their reigns will be of twenty-feven years, one with another. 

After this he confiders what the prophets have delivered 
concerning thefe events, and explains the hundredth and tenth 
pfalm, which he tells us is a direét and literal prophecy of 
Chriff. Setting afide grammatical and critical difficulties, and 
attending to thofe parts of this pfalm which are plain, we 
find, he fays, it foretells that a perfon fhould arife, who fhould 
be greater than David, who fhould be a king, who fhould 
tule in the midft of his enemies, who fhould be an everlafting 
prieft, and who, by the affiftance of God, fhould overthrow 
Kings and armies that oppofed him: which preditions, we 
are told, were evidently accomplifhed in Chri/f. 

The apoftles, he obferves, have applied fome parts of this 
pfalm to our faviour, and that the reafon of their avoiding, in 
their difcourfes and writings, a particular mention of the de- 
truétion which fhould fall upon the perfecuting princes, was 
pro- 
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probably becaufe they would not offend the Roman emperors, 
end give malicious men an opportunity of acculing the Chri/- 
tian: as bad fubjeéts, and as enemies to the government. 

Towards the clofe of this work, mr. Yortin makes feveral 

yemarks on the condition of the ‘Jews, from the deftruétion 
of Fcrufalem to the prefent times, and takes occafion to en- 
large confiderably on that miraculous interpofition of provi- 
dence, which defeated ‘/uiian’s attempt to rebuild their temple. 
He obferves, that the ftory, all things confidered, is as well 
attelted as one can reafonably expect ; and that tho’ it fhould 
be fuppofed and allowed, that the eruption was not without 
natural caufes, and that the feeds of it lay in the bowels of 
the earth; yet the fire’s breaking out at the very initant when 
the ‘fews and pagans were attempting to rebuild the temple, 
its being renewed upon their renewed attempt to go on, and 
ceafing when thcy gave over, were circumitances, he appre- 
hends, which plainly fhewed a providential interpofition. 
Another moft memorable circumftance, he further obferves, 
which diftinguifhed this from the pretended miracles of thofe 
days, was its not being wrought to ferve a party, neither to 
favour nor confute Zthanafians, Arians, Semi- Arians, Sabel- 
hians, Novatians, Manicheans, monks, anti-monks, relique- 
mongers, relique-haters, fafters, eaters, friends or foes to mas 
trimony, &c. No fect, he fays, could claim any counte- 
nance or honour from it, but it was performed by providence 
for the credit of Chri/fianity, and to ferve the common caufe 
againft Fudat/m and paganifm. 

With regard to the Jews, their prefervation under fo long, 
fo fignal, and fo unexampled perfecutions and calamitie:, is 
a ftrong prefumption, he thinks, that they are referved for 
fome illuftrious purpofe of providence ; and the exprefiions of 
St. Paul, in the eleventh chapter of the epiftie to the Romans, 
we are told, moft naturally promife a converfion which is yet 
tocome. ‘The utmoft that can be collected from the pafiages 
of {cripture concerning this great event, he obferves, is that 
the gofpel fhall, before the confummation of all things, flourifh 
more, and extend itflf farther, than at prefent; that Cbri/- 
tiamity ihall be reformed, reduced to its primitive and genuine 
purity and fimplicity, and have an happier effet upon the 
manners of its profeflors; and that many, at leaft, of the 
‘Jews and gentiles fhall fow into the church. He tells us, 
that to defcend to particulars, is to indulge the moft uncertain 
conjectures; that predictions in general, before their accom- 
plibment, are never perfectly underftood; that the meta- 


phorical and figurative ftile of prophecy adds to the dificwy, 
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and has often mifled the unwary interpreter; and that the ex- 
pounding fuch fort of expreflions on this occafion too lite- 
rally, has produced ftrange and precarious notions amongft 
antient and modern Chriffians concerning the Millennium ; 
notions wh.ch neither agree with the pure and {piritual nature 
of the gofpel, nor with the promifes of a true happinefs, which 
js to be expected not here below, but in the kingdom of 
heaven, 

The converfion and the reftoration of the ‘Jews, and the 
calling of the gentiles, if ever it be accomplifhed, mutt in all 
probability, we are told, be performed by the vifible manifef- 
tation of God’s power and fpirit, and not by ordinary and 
human means, This mr. ‘Yortin thinks will appear, if we 
contfider the prefent fituation of the ‘ews, and of the unbe- 
lieving nations, and the impediments to their converfion, both 
from their own ftate, and from the ftate of Chriffianity. He 
makes feveral very judicious obfervations upon this tubject, 
but as we have alieady drawn out this article to a confiderable 
length, we fhall not enlarge any farther. aR 





Art. tiv. Curious remarks and obfervations in phyfics, anatomy, 
chirurgery, chemifiry, botany, and medicine, extra&ted from the 
hiftory and memoirs of the royal academy of fctences at Paris. 
Containing fuch ufeful difcoveries as have not been collected by 
other writers on the fame fuljects. By dr. Peter Templeman. 
8vo. 6s. Davis. 


PTNHAT philofophical enquiries into nature, her produc- 

tions, and operations, furnifh an employment equally 
intrutive and entertaining, is univerfally allowed; never- 
thelefs it muft be admitted, that a mere inclination to thefe 
ftudies, is not in itfelf fufficient to complete the philofopher. 
Judgment as well as application are equally neceflary in 
the choice and purfuit of difquifitions of this fort; without 
Which, it is poffible the mcft laborious refearches may de- 
Viate into trifles unworthy the learned or the wife; and that 
however they may contribute to amufement, nothing can be 
derived from them that may be deemed beneficial. Expe- 
fence evinces, that there have been as very Quxots in fcience, 
a in knight-errantry ; both alike enterprizing and adven- 
turous; to the former of whom the inveftigation of a cockle- 
fhell may have afforded as many difficulties, and an imaginary 
difcovery as much pleafure, as the diflolving the charm of an 
en- 
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enchanted caftle, and the deliverance of the favourite heroine, ° 


has yielded to the latter. 

Thefe reflections are not intended to affe& the performance 
before us, the particular merits of which we fhall leave to 
the determination of our readers ; and tho’ it is impoffible for 
us to follow the editor through every part’of his work, we 
fhall endeavour to exhibit fuch fpecimens of it as may ferve 


to convey a competent idea of the whole, as well as of the: 


compiler’s intentions in this publication. 
It may not be amifs to premife, that this is called a firft vo- 


lume, and that it profefles to treat only of phyfics: in the: 


dedication which is addreffed to dr. Benjamin Bojanquet, F.R.S, 
the compiler informs us, that ‘ the writers from whom he has 
* made thefe extracts, ftand high in the lifts of fame, and by 
© the general voice of Europe are exceeded only by fome of 
‘ our own;’ and that he has * an additional pleafure to find, 
‘ that many of them were phyficians, not eminent, perhaps, 
* in practice, but fuch as had more extenfive views of being 


© ufeful to their own and future ages.’ He further- obferves, : 


that as Lewis XIV. raifed fcience, fo from the period of.his 


death, a kindof blight may be difcerned, * upon the fruits of the- 


© academy.’—* and that very few, except the veterans, had 
* given any fhining memoirs.’ 

The preface acquaints us with the plan he proceeds upon; 
1ft, That he has ‘ omitted to make any extracts of fuch parts 
as have been extracted by others, unle(fs in fome few inftances 
where their extracts were not fufficiently ample.—2dly. That 
he has carefully avoided all imaginary theories, and has ad- 
mitted no other reafoning than what neceflarily refults, or 
is with the higheft degree of probability deducible, from the 
experiments propofed.—3uly, Fhat he fhall not take notice 
of fuch matters as were formerly the fubjeéts of great dif- 
putes and contelts, but have long fince been compofed, and 
* univerfally acquiefced in.’ As an example of which, he in- 
ftances a difpute that began in the year 1692, and fubfifted 
feveral years with great fury, between mr. Mery and mr. du 
Verny, concerning the paflage of the blood through the /fora- 
men ovale to the fatus, wherein the academy were obliged to 
interpofe, and at laft to leave the main queftion undecided 5 
infomuch, that in 1717 mr. Winflow appears rather wavering 
in his opinion. 

This queftion is particularly taken notice of, becaufe it 
might not be known to many, ¢ that it was once the fubject of 
‘ mighty heats and controverfies. It is in the philofophical 
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‘time enjoys his fhades and arbours without reflecting, or 
‘ perhaps knowing, that they were once the {cenes of wars 
‘and tumults.’ 

‘ The veracity and credit of the academy is fo well efta- 
‘ blifhed, that with regard to fa&ts and experiments recorded 
‘in the hiftory and memoirs, their teftimony may be confi- 
‘ dered as indubitable :’ as an evidence of which, the 25th 
article of the original ftatutes of the academy is cited. —** Ail 
“+ experiments that fhall be reported by any gentleman of the 
“ academy, fhall be performed by him in the affembly if it be 
“+ poffible, or at leaft they fhall be fo in private, in the prefence of 
\ fome of the academy deputed for that purpofe.” 

‘The edition to which the references are made, is faid to be 
that of Paris, in 4to. : 

We now proceed to the work itfelf, out of which the 
firft article we fhall feleét, we flatter ourfelves, will be the 
more pleafing, as it contains the explication of a phattomenon 
that may fall within the cognizance of any one that pleafes to 
experience it. 

‘ The queftion was ftarted one day occafionally, Why a 
‘ veflel full of boiling water hath the. bottom lefs hot during 
‘the moment that the water, taken off from the fire, ftill 
‘ continueth to boil, than when it hath ceafed to boil? For 
‘ whilft water ftill boileth, one may touch with the hand the 
* bottom of the veflel, without being burnt, and one cannot 
‘ do it immediately after the water hath ceafed to boil. It ts 
‘ neceflary to add, that for the fuccefs of the experiment, the 
* bottom of the veflel muft be thin, and the vefiel pretty 
‘ large, 

‘ Mr. Homberg faid upon it, that he conceived a body to be 
* hot only in confequence of its being pervaded: in all direc- 
‘ tions by the matter of the flame, which, ifluing from aff 
‘ parts with great impetuofity, like an infinite number of 
© little poignant darts, carried into all other bodies, where it 
* darted itfelf, the impreflions of heat ; that when a veflel is - 
* on the fire, the flame being urged upwards by the gravity of 
“the air, endeavoured to open itfelf paflages into the water of 
* the veflel, according to that dire€tion; that at firft it muft 
* find difficulty to penetrate this water, into which there were 
* no roads, fuch as its motion required ; that at Jaft it made 
* itfelf roads, and in that {tate the water boiled; that then all 
* the paflages from below, upwards through the water, be- 
‘ing eafily pervaded, the flame that ftruck inceflantly the 
* bottom of the veflel, went through them without any diffi- 
“culty; that by confequence, the veflel being taken from 
* the 
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« the fire, the motion of all the little darts at that inftant was 
from below upwards, and that they could not hurt the hand 
which touched the bottom of the veflel ; but that when the 
water ceafed to boil, all its parts being lefs agitated, finking 
and falling back upon one another, clofed a great number of 
paflages that were before open, which obliged the little darts 
to efcape indifferently all manner of ways; and that by 
confequence the hand which was applied to the bottom of 
the veilel, muft receive a great number of them, and be 
wounded by them. 
‘ The bottom of the veffel is confidered here only as a 
¢ fimple furface, which the flame barely pafles through before 
¢ it arrives at the water, and on which it no longer aéts: but 
‘ if the bottom hath any thicknefs that is confiderable, the 
© flame then acts necefiarily, in pervading it, not only from 
‘ below upwards, according to the directions given to it by 
© the gravity of the air, but from above downwards, and in all 
© directions, becaufe it is reflected by the folid parts; and 
© from thence it is in that cafe, independently of the different 
* ftates of the water, the hand will always perceive heat in 
© touching the bottom. If the bottom is thin, and at the fame 
© time the veffel is narrow, the fides of the veffel will commu- 
‘ ntcate to it their heat; and confequently the veflel cannot be 
© too large, no more than the bottom too thin.’—A neceflary 
caution to be obferved by thofe who have a mind to try the 
experiment, for fear of burning their fingers, Hiffery 1703. 
page 24. | 

The preceding fyftem on heat has furnifhed the fame gen- 
tleman with a folution of another faét, equally furprifing and 
important, which is, * that when sail as much as it 
© can boil, its degree of heat increafes no more, altho’ it be 
© kept longer on the fire, or on a more intenfe fire.” /b:dem. 

The fingularity of the following articles will, we hope, bea 
fufficient apology for our giving them a place here: the two 
firft contain inftances of an early puberty, as amazing as it Is 
uncommon: the one is of a boy near mount St. Claude, 
* that at the age of fix months began to walk; at four years 
© old, he appeared capable of the act of generation; at feven 
© years of age he had a beard, and the ftature of a man. 
This was communicated to the academy by a magiftrate of 
Bezancon. (Hift. tom. Il. anno 1695, p. 234.) The other is 
of a girl, whom mr. de Langlade, a furgeon of Carcaffont, 
wrote to mr. du Verney, that he had feen in his own country - 
* She was born on the 8thof February, 1704, had her courfes 


‘ eight days, or according to other accounts, three — 
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‘ after her birth ; fhe was then, at the age of little more than 
¢ four years, three feet and half high ; all her body well pro- 
¢ portioned to her height ; the breafts and parts of generation, 
‘asin a girl of eighteen; infomuch, that fhe appeared mar- 
‘riageable.’ (Hi/t. 17038. p. §2.)— The two next may ferve 
by way of contraft to the former, inafmuch as they exem- 
plify as extraordinary a prolongation of youth. ‘ The fame 
‘mr. de Langlade hath fent word likewife, that a phyfician 
‘ had very lately aflured him, that he had feen a woman 106 
‘ years old, who had ftill her courfes.’ (/bid.) And the 
‘ late bifhop of Sens declared, that a man of his diocefe, and 
‘ whom he knew, 94 years old, had married a woman of 82, 
‘ with child by him, who was brought to bed of a boy at her 
‘full time.’ Hiffory 1710. page 16. 

To thofe who are acquainted with the ufe the antients are 
faid to have made of mulic, for the removing of many, and 
thofe too fome of the moft difficult and obftinate difeafes *, the 
two fucceeding cures may perhaps appear lefs aftonifhing than 
the unwillingnefs of the phyficians to permit fo eafy an expe- 
riment: nor may it be improper to obferve, that the collec- 
tor of thefe curious remarks appears here to have committed 
a fort of folecifm in point of order, by placing thefe cafes 
under the head of phyfics, which would have fallen with 
more propriety under that of medicine. —Mr. Dedart is the 
reporter of the firft of thefe hiftories, which is of * a famous 
‘ mufician, a great compofer, who was feized with a fever, 
‘which having increafed daily, became continued: on the 
* 7th day he fell into a very violent delirium, accompanied 
‘with fhrieks, tears, pannics, and a perpetual wakcfulnefs, 
‘almoft without any intermiffion. On the third day of his 
* delirium, one of thofe natural inftin®s, which, it is faid, 
* make the brute animals, when fick, ‘to feek the herbs that 
‘are proper for them, made him afk to hear a little concert 
‘in bischamber. It was with great difficulty that the phy- 
‘fician confented to it. From the firft tunes he heard, bis 
‘ countenance aflumed a ferene air, his eyes were no longer 
‘wild, the convulfions ceafed abfolutely, be fhed tears of 
“ pleafure, and had then for mufica fenfibility that he never had 
* before, nor hath any longer, now he is recovered. He was 
* free from the fever during the whole concert, and as foon 
“as it was finifhed, he relapfed to his former condition. 
* Upon this they did not fail to continue the ufe of a remedy, 
* ‘whofe fuccefs had been fo unforefeen, and fo happy; the 
“fever and delirium were always fufpended during the con- 

* ‘Mead on poifons, 


erts, 
































t 
: 








368 The MONTHLY REVIEW, 


‘ certs, and mufic was become fo neceflary to the patient, 
¢ that at night ne made a kinfwoman that waked with him 
* to jing, and even to dance. One night particularly, when 
© he had nobody with him but his nurfe, who could fing no- 
* thing but a vile ballad, he-was obliged to be content with 
* that, and found fome benefit from it. At length, in ten 
‘ days, mufic had entirely cured him, without any other aid 
* than that of bleeding him in the foot, which was the fecond 
time of his being blooded, and was followed by a large 
evacuation.” (f7i/f. 1707. p. 7.) 

The fecond cure effected by the fame means, is of a danc- 
ing-mafter, who, having fatigued himfelf in his profeffion, 
© was feized with a violent fever, and on the 4th or fifth day 
‘ fell into a lethargy, which lafted a long while. He no 
© fooner recovered from his lethargy, than he fell into a fu- 
© rious, but a mute delirium, in which he made continual ef- 
© forts to get out of bed, threatned with the motion of his 
© head, and by his looks, thofe that hindered him from it, 
© and even ali who were prefent ; and refufed obftinately, but 
* without fpeaking, all the medicines that were offered to 
© him. It came into the thoughts of mr. de Mandajor,’ mayor 
of Alais, in Languedoc, a man of probity and underftanding, 
and the communicator of this cafe, * who faw him in this 
© condition, that, perhaps, mufic might a little compofe the 
imagination that was fo difordered; and he propofed it to 
the phyfician, who did not difapprove the notion, but was 
with reafon afraid of the ridicule of the prefcription, which 
would have been infinitely greater ftill, if the man had died 
under the operation of fuch a remedy. A friend of the 
dancing-mafter, who had no reafon to be under fuch cau- 
tions, and who could play upon the violin, took up that 
of the dancing-mafter, and played to him on it thofe airs 
which were the moft familiar to him. The bye-ftanders 
thought the man more mad than he they kept down in his 
bed, and began to abufe him ; but the patient almoft imme- 
diately fat up in his bed, like one agreeably furprized, and 
wanted to figure with his arms the motions of the tunes: 
as his arms were held with force, he could only fhew by 
the motions of his head the pleafure that he felt. By de- 
grees, however, thofe that held his arms finding the effect 
of the violin, loofened the force with which they held him, 
and yielded to the motions he wanted to give himfelf, as 
they found his motions were no longer furious. At length, 


in about a quarter of an hour he fell into a deep — 
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© and had, during that fleep, a crifis, which recovered him 
© from all danger. (Hif?. 1708. p. 22.) 

Among the curiofities. that enrich this volume, thofe 
relative to fhell-fith are not the leaft worthy of notice. The 
fea and river mufcle, the Javignon, the ftar-fith, fea-ur- 
chins, urtice marine, the limpet, the fheath fifh, the pmna- 
marina, and the buccinum, furnifh a variety of obfervations ; 
their feveral progreflive motions, the property of {pinning pe- 
culiar to the fea-mufcle and the pizna marina, the furprifing 
luftre of the dail or dottrell, and the preparation of the purple 
dye of the antients from the buccinum, are feparately confi- 
dered, and the refult of the refpective {peculations illuftrated 
with explanatory copper-plates, in fuch a manner es cannot 
fail affording much matter of amufement to an inquifitive 
mind. Among thefe, nothing is more remarkable, or has 
more the air of a popular and abfurd ftory, than the common 
opinion that prevails on the coatts of England and France, 
that foles are produced from a kind of fhrimps or fpawns: 
to ufe the compilcr’s words, ‘ it /urpaffes in extravagance the 
‘ fabled birth of Bacchus from the thigh of Jupiter. Yet as 
‘ it is poffible, by difdaining too much {uch improbable ftories, 
© to be fometimes the dupe of our own contempt, mr. Def- 
© landes was willing to examine whether there was the leaft 
© foundation for fuch a ftory, and hath difcovered this piece 
© of philofophy of fifhermen and the common people to be 
© founded on reafon. 

‘ He got a large quantity of prawns to be taken, and put 
them into a tub of about three feet diameter, full of fea- 
water. At the end of twelve or thirteen days, he faw 
there eight or ten little foles, which grew by degrees. He 
repeated the experiment feveral times, and always found 
little foles. This was enough to jultify the notion of the 
people. Encouraged by this, he afterwards put fome foles, 
together with fome prawns, in the fame tub; and in ano- 
ther he put foles alone: it was in the month of /pril, and 
in both tubs the foles fpawned in perfeétion, but there did 
not appear any little foles, but in that tub where the prawns 
were. 

‘ It is clear, therefore, that fhrimps or prawns are of fome 
ufe towards the production of foles. Mr. Deflandes hath 
obferved, that when they are juft taken out of the fea, you 
may difcern between their feet feveral little bladders of un- 
equal fize, and in great numbers, which are ftrongly faft 
ned to their ftomach by a gluifh liquor with which they are 
‘fmeared. If you take off thefe bladders. and open them 
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gently, you fee there a fort of embryos, which have all the 
‘ appearance of foles, particularly when looked at with a 
¢ microfcope. 
* Now here lies the myftery; thefe are the eggs or fpawn 
of foles, which, in order to be hatched, have need of being 
faftned to the fhrimps or prawns ; in like manner, as many 
plants and animals, which do not grow or receive nourifh- 
ment, but upon other plants and other animals. The 
prawns therefore are in fome fort the fofter-mothers of 
foles, during their firft infancy, and this hath occafioned 
them to pafs for their real mothers.—(////?. 1722. p. 19.) 
The obfervation is certainly very juft, that without fuch a 
teftimony as that of mr. Lesbnitz, it is poflible the following 
relation would not obtain an eafy credit; which is of a dog 
near Zeitz in Mifnia that talks. ¢£ It is a countryman’s dog 
¢ of avery common fhape, and of a moderate fize. A youn 
child heard it utter fome founds, which he thought re- 
fembled fome German words, and upon this took it into 
his head to teach it to fpeak. The mafter, who had nothin 
better to do, fpared no time nor pains; and luckily the 
pupil had fuch difpolitions as it would be difficult to find 
again in any other. At length, after fome years, the dog 
could pronounce about thirty words; of this number are, 
tea, coffee, chocolate, affembly, words that are current in all 
modern languages, without much vari¢ty. It is to be ob- 
ferved, that the dog was three years old when he was put 
to fchool. He talks only by eccho, that is to fay, after his 
mafter hath pronounced a word; and he feems to repeat 
it by conftraint, and again{ft his inclination, altho’ not 
beaten. It mutt be likewife obferved, that mr. Leibnitz faw 
and heard him. (/747/7. 1715. p.3.)’ To this the editor has 
thought fit to add what immediately follows, by way of 
N. B. * The academy thought it neceffary to premife an apology 
© for relating this fact, and I think it neceffary to adjoin one for 
© extradting it,’ which may alfo ferve for us; * J am induced 
© to it in order to give an hint to fome ingenious perfon for exht- 
© biting a talking dog, as we have lately had a chien {cavant.’ 
The leirned world in general, and this collection in parti- 
cular, are not a little indebted to mr. de Reaumur’s many. 
hazardous and indefatigable labours for the improvement of 
natural knowledge. The ceconomy obferved in a colony of 
wa{ps, the matcrisls they employ in building, and the man- 
ner of their working are here accurately defcribed, and 
and the feveral forms of their manfions exhibited in expreffive 
pits. 
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rints. "The nature, employments, and induftry of moths, 
are alfo here difcovered, and may be efteemed neither the leaft 
pleafing, or leaft entertaining part of this gentleman’s produc- 
tions: but as tey would employ more room than we can 
fpare, to enlarge upon them as they may deferve, we hope 
not to be thought inexcufeable for declining it. Neverthelefs, 
if we cannot contribute fo much as we could with to the en- 
tertainment of our readers, we would not willingly omit any 
thing that may be deemed ufeful; therefore, tho’ we muft let 
alone tracing the progrefs of this infeét from its original, 
we fhall not neglect inferting the means here recommended, 
for preventing its ravages upon our blankets and wearing ap~ 
parel, or for converting thefe mifchiefs into benefits. 

To this purpofe nr. de Reaumur, after a fruitlefs experience 
of fuch things as have been commonly advifed for a fecurity 
againft moths, fays, that a reflection on a well-known faét, 
dire&ted him to try a method of making our ftuffs difagreeable 
to thefe infeéts: which is, that we never find any of them 
‘to attach themfelves to the fleeces that are on the backs 
of the fheep, or on the fkins of animals that are covered 
with hair; * that if they eftablifhed themfelves there, as wil- 
‘ lingly as they do when we have manufactured them,’ /uch 
animals would be in a great meafure always dare.—And fur- 
ther, that *‘ fleeces fhorn from the fheep, which have not re- 
* ceived any of thofe preparations that we give them, in order 
© to employ them for our ufes, are not much more fubjeét to be 
* nibbled by moths, than when they covered the fheep. The 
‘ fame thing is true with regard to furrs; before they are 
 drefled, the moths very feldom attack them. 

‘ By preparing wool and fkins for our ufes, we prepare 
them at the fame time for moths; the firft dreffing we give 
them, makes them a food agreeable to thefe infects : 
—the firft work upon it confifts in clearing it of its greafe; 
and as foon as it is fcoured from that, the moths no longer 
{pare it. 

© From hence it follows, that in clearing wool from dirt 
and filth, we ought to deprive it of its natural greafe as little 
as poffible: the lefs hot the water is in which it is wafhed, 
the more you will leave of this greafe; which can never do 
any mifchief, when you employ the wool only in white 
* ftuffs, fuch as blankets, whofe fate generally is to be cut in 
* pieces by thefe infects. 

© But wool and ftuffs that you wou!d dye, muft be abfo- 
* lutely cleared of their greafe. This put me upontrying , 
© whether a part of the grea/e that had been taken from the 
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wool, being reftored to it after it was dyed, would not 
make it difagreeable enough to the moths, altho’ it fhould 
not be perceptible to ws. The manner of reftoring back a 
part of the greafe to the woollen ftuffs is eafy enough, it is 
but to take fome hot water in which fleeces have been 
wathed, and with a brufh that hath been dipped in it, to 
fkim over the ftuffs you would preferve.’ 

The compiler here begs leave ‘ to ob/erve, that it was pretty 
much in the fame method, that they got the beauty wafh which 
was fo celebrated amongft the Roman Jadies. 4 
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Pyxidas invenices, et rerum mille colores 


Et fluerein tepidos efypa lapfa finus. Ovip.Rem.Am.35 3. 


Fhe fuccels of this experiment anfwered mr. de Reaumur’s 
expectations, and this effect of their xatural greafe invited 
him to try whether other grea/es, fuch as mutton fuet, butter, 
or oils of different forts, might be employed with the like 
fuccefs ; but no gresfe or oily fubftance was found fo difagree- 
able to moths, as the natural greafe of the fleeces: fome 
oils, particularly that of nuts, feemed only to make them 
more /iquorifh; while, on the contrary, they feemed to fhun 
the oil of olives. 

In different places of the country, the women are accuf- 
tomed to put pine-cones into their chefts of drawers and 
coffers, in order to preferve their cloaths from moths: from 
this hint he was induced to try whether fomething more ef- 
feétual of the fame kind might not be found out; and as 
thefe cones have a refinous fmell, to which this efte& might 
be attributed, it was not improbable that odours of this kind, 
but ftronger and more penetrating, might be more efficacious: 
he therefore rubbed one fide of a piece of ferge with a little 
turpentine ; and with oil of turpentine he lightly wetted one 
fide of another piece of ferge ; and with each of thefe pieces he 
confined fome moths. The confequence of this experiment 
was, that he found thofe that had been with the oil of turpen- 
tine all dead, and by a violent death, which had been pre- 
ceded by furrous convuliive motions. 

“We are told, * it is not neceflary to rub with the oil of tur- 
‘ penune the furniture you would preferve from the moths ; 
4 .cient to thut it up in places where there is a ftrong 
meilor turpentine: you need only put pieces of paper or 


‘ '. into chefts of drawers or watd-robesy 
© i VC tk l i , ‘ 

ag dehrous of dett ying mo hs by fome odour that ts 
‘ difagreeable to ourfelves, than that of oil of tuzpentine, 
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he tried the fmoak of tobacco, which had the defired effec :’ 


nor were thofe experiments confined only to moths; cater- 
pillars, flies, {piders, pifmires, car-wigs, and bugs, were found 
unable to refift * the penetrating odours of oil of turpentine 


and the {moak' of tobacco.’ 
We now come to the methods prefcribed for diffufing thefe 


odours in the moft efficacious manner: firft of tobacco, £ Fill 


. 
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fome chafing-difhes with charcoal not thoroughly kindled, 
upon which fpread fome handfuls of cut tobacco, fuch as 
fmoakers ufe. The number of the chafing -difhes muft be 
proportioned to the extent of the room. ‘The doors muft 
be fhut after you have placed the chafing-difhes, with all 
proper precaution againft fire. Little ftoves might be made 
ufe of with Icfs rifk. If there be a chimney you muft hang 
a carpet, or fome thick coverlet, before it, in order to pre- 
vent the fmoak from iffuing out. The windows muft be care- 
fully faftened down; the goods and furniture muft be un- 
folded and opened as much as poffible for the {moke to pe- 
netrate. A thick fmoak of tobacco confined thus for twen- 
ty-four hours, will have deftroyed the moths: after that 
you may expofe the goods to the air, in order to take off the 
fmell of the tobacco. | 

‘ Furniture in which there is filver employed, and which 


‘has delicate colours, would be tarnifhed by the fmoke of 


“ 


ee ee ee ee ee ee oe a . 2 


ro rflU OU 


tobacco ; for /uch it will be better to have recourfe to the 
oil of turpentine; the effect of which will be greater, as the 
{mell is ftronger. The ftrength of its fmell will be lefs pro- 
portioned to the guantity employed, than to the extenfion of 
its furface.—From hence it appears, ¢ that the quantity of 
the oil of turpentine-fhould be extended in furface as much 
as poffible. If you would apply it on the goods themfelves, 
which is the moft fimple and beft way, pour fome oil ina 
wide cup, dip lightly the end of 2 lurge pencil into it, and 
pafs it forwards and backwards over the {tuff, till the bruth 
is quite dry ; then dip the brufh again into the oil, and do ie 
over in the fame manner upon new places of the ftuff. If 
you thus brufh the oil upon goods that are hanging, you 
need only keep the doors and windows fhut, and the operas 
tion is finifhed. 

‘ If the goods are taken dow, there will be no inconve- 
nience in folding them up immediately after they have been 
rubbed with the oil; it will be even an advantage to do it 
immediately, efpecially if, after they-are folded, you lock 
them up in a clofe prefs or cheft of diawers, 
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‘ There is nothing elfe to be feared with regard to the 


goods from this method of applying the oil of turpentine, 
but that the fmell. might continue longer than you would 
chufe. When they have been well penetrated with it, you 
muft avoid ufing them till they have been expofed to the 
air for feveral days. 


© The fmell will be lefs durable, if, inftead of rubbing the 


goods themfelves with the oil, you only fhut them up in 
places that have been well perfumed with it. You may, 
for example, rub all the infide of a cheft of drawers with 
oil, or place pieces of paper and linen, dipt in the oil, in 


every drawer.’ 
We hope an excufe for the following remark, as it very 


naturally occurs; which is, that however adequate to their 
intended purpofes the foreging experiments may prove, there 
may be fome reafon to fear, that while we are thus endeavour- 
ing to render our furniture and apparel unfit for the moths, it 
is pofible they may become equally unfit tor ourfelves. 


This truly affiduous naturalift now proceeds to propofe a 


{cheme to let the moths live, and to make them * work for 


us ufefully, as they have hitherto been employed to our in- 
jury. Worms furnifh us with filk; bees give us wax and, 
honey; we owe the lacca, fo ufcful for fealing-wax and 
for varnifhing, to a kind of winged ant. our painters, 
and particularly painters in water-colours, may get from 
moths colours of all kinds and tints, by turning to their ad~ 
vantage a fingularity peculiar to moths. It is well known, 
that the crayons for painters are prepared with a good deal 
of trouble ; our moths would fave us thefe preparations, and, 
give us more beautiful as well as perhaps more durable co- 
lours.’ Their excrement has the colour of the wool on 
which they have fed, and preferves the luftre of it. It has 
the property of being eafily made up into a pafte. In order 
to have a beautiful red, yellow, green, or any other colour, 
or fhades of colour, you need only feed moths with wool 
of each of thefe colours; which may be done at a fmall 
expence, by giving them only the fheerings of cloths.’ 

* He further obferves, ‘ that the moths are fo teeming, 
that whatever quantity we fhou!ld want to breed for very. 
large provifions of colours, it might very eafily be obtained. 
The produ of each moth would not be grzat in a whole 
year, but the number of infe&ts which might be multiplied, 
will give as ample a colleétion as our waits could require. 
‘Thus we fhould have, without any expence, very beautiful, 
and he believes, very laftine colours. The good colours 
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¢ of our cloths are as durable as one can defire the colours ot 
¢ paintings to be. It is even probable, that the colours which 
have pafled through the ftomachs of thefe infects have ac- 
quired a greater perfection, for reafons well known by thofe 
that underftand the art of dying: but after all, we muft 
wait for experience.” (Memzirs 1728. p 139 and 311.) 

It feems to have been univerfatly agreed, that the concur: 
rence of individuals for the propagation of e.ch fpecies, is an 
indifpenfable condition, and one of thofe general laws that na- 
ture hath been never feen to infringe. Neverthelefs, a {mall 
viviparous infect, very common in the country and in gar- 
dens, called a wine-fretter, which attaches itfelf to buds, 
flowers, and fhoots of plants, oftentimes winged, and fame- 
times without wings, firft gave occafion to mr. de Reaumur 
to fufpect, that this general law wus not without its ex- 
ceptions; wherefore, * he tried proper methods to aflure 
‘ himfelf of it: but divers accidents baving caufed the death 
‘ of the vine fretters that he kept folitary before they arrived 
‘ at the age wherein they produce their young, he wrote of 
‘it to feveral of his corre(pondents for natural hiftory, ex- 
* horting them to repeat the experiment with all the precau- 
‘ tions it required. Mr. Bonnet of Geneva hath been the firft 
‘to acquit himfelf of this delicate commiffion, and hath 
‘ proved the fact by a thoufand obfervations, which required 
‘ no lefs patience than fagacity: fince that mr. de Reaumur 
* hath been fully convinced of it himfelf, with regard to the 
‘ vine-fretters an poppy-flowers,— (£1i/7."1741. p. 32-) 

Our editor’s commentary upon the preceding article perhaps 
may not be efteemed lefs fingular than tne article itfelf ; 
which we acknowledge was not our leaft inducement to the 
infertion of both the one and the other.—* One of the greate/t 

* pleafures in reading natural hiftory,’ fayshe, * as to cbfera Ve, 
* that there is fcarce an inftance in cll the wildnefi of fiction 
‘in the antient fables, but nature offers fomething of the like 
‘ kind to countenance the feeming extravagance. I have already 
* mentioned the fimilitude between the fabled birth of Bacchus 
‘ and the real production of foles. Tie example ie ort Vill 
* fretters in like manner correfponds to that charming « criptio 
‘in Virgil of the mares, that muft feem abfurd withciut tie ac 


S philofephy. 


Ore omnes versa in zethyrum flant ripibus alti: 
Exceptantque leves auras: et jape fire uilis 
vonjugits vento gravide (mirable diciu) 
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Saxa per et fropulos et deprefjas convalles 
Diffugiunt. 


© What is there in this poetical marvel that nature deth not 


« juflify in the ktile infeét we have been defcribing ? One reads 
‘ poctry with an additional pleafure, wien it 1s difcerned that 
© the fables do nat exceed the bounds of nature, but are, as eld 
© Heuod expreffes it, 
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The following fubject may poflibly be confidered asa re- 


finement in luxury, particularly deferving the attention of 
all admirers of delicate eating, to which we the rather give 
a place, as the difcovery appears to be originally of Englip 
birth, and with which we ihall conclude our extracts from 
this work. 


© Sir Hans Stoane hath written to mr. Geoffroy an account 
: whine 

of a man’s having been with him, to whom he was a perfe& 

{lranger, in order to communicate the fecret he had found 

of {paying of hth, and fattening them by that means. The 


man who at firft was only a net-maker, and lived about fif-’ 


teen miles from fir H/ans’s country-houfe, having acquired 
great fkill in the breeding of fith, had gained a confiderable 
profit from it. The fingularity of the faé& excited the 
curtofity of the learned naturalift, and the fifh merchant 
offered to make trial of it before him. Having fetched 
eight carruchens, a kind of fmall carp that have been lately 
imported into Lngland from. AHamburgh, which he had put 


‘into two large veflels filled with water, and given frefh water 


twice or thrice upon the road, he diflected one of the eight 
carps immediately inthe prefence of fir Hans, andfhewed him 
the ovary, together with the paflege which leads into the part 
Called the cloaca. Upon another of tem he performed the 
operation of fpaying, by opening the ovary, and ftuffing 
into the wound a piece of black hat. The carp that had 
been fpayed, being put with the other fix that remained, 
appeared to fwim with fomewhat lefs eafe than the others ; 
aferwaics they were all thrown into the bafon in fir Hans’s 
garden, the water of which is fupplied by the neighbour- 
ing river, and whee he believed them ftill living when he 
wrote to mr. Geoffrcy. We have not yet received any 
further account: the letter was fent towards the end of 
laft December; and Samuel Tull, which is the man’s name, 
promi‘ed fir Hans to fend him in the following fprings 
fome of thofe {payed fifh, which, he favs, exceed the others 
in delicacy of tafte, as much as a poularde furpaffes a cocks 
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€ or a fat oxabull. This effe& of the {paying of fith is very 
€ probable, from its analogy with what happens to land ani- 
¢ mals: and fir Hans thinks that fuch a difcovery deferves 
¢ to be purfued, and may be ufeful both for making the fith 
‘ more fat and delicate, and for diminifhing their multiplying 
‘ in ponds and ftagnating waters, that abound too much with 
¢ young fry, which prevents their growth.’ (Hi/?. 1742. p.31.) 

Tho’ this volume contains above fourfcore articles upon 
various fubjects, there are {carce any that appear to us either 
more important or more entertaining than thofe we have fe- 
lected: the obfervations made by mr. de Maupertuis in his 
voyage to the polar circle, as well as thofe by mr, de la Cor- 
damine, in the courfe of the river of the Amazons (maps of 
which countries ferve to adorn this performance) have been 
feparately communicated to the public.—The compiler has 
afigned, as one motive for his undertaking, * that the num- 
‘ber of volumes now publifhed by the academy is fo great, 
‘ that few would be at the expence of purchafing them, or 
¢ at the pains of reading them.’ We hope this may be ad- 
mitted an excufe for our owning, that not having the con 
venience of referring to the originals, we do not take upon 
ourfelves to judge either of the authenticity of the relations 
herein contained, or of his impartiality in yelating them. 
Whether any additional honour is conferred on this truly re- 
fpe€table body by th:s colleétion, or whether any was intended 
by it, we thall alfo leave to the determinetion of our readers ; 
and fhall only offer, as an apology for our prolixity on this 
volume, that we have extended it with a view of enabling 
them to form a competent judgment of what is to be expeéted 
from thofe that may be intended to fucceed it. x ip 





— 


Art. tv. 4 defence of the letter to dr. Lobb concerning his 
writings in phyfic, with an anfwer to the doétor’s charge againft 
the author, of afperfing the memory of dr. Boerhaave. Sub- 
mitted to the judgment not only of the royal fociety, to whom 
the doctor dedicates bis reply, but alfo of the college of phyfi- 
cians 8vo. 18. Roberts. 


S we fuggefted in our Review for May 1753, p. 330, that 
A the anonymous letter-writter to dr. L0bb, concerning 
his writings in phyfic, might not think himfelf oblig’d to that 
future filence on the points:in difpute between them, which 
the door profelied in the thitd and laft part of bis me 
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dical principles and cautions, by declaring he fhould not even 
read any thing further publifhed by this author, we find the 
fuggettion verify’d by the prefent pamphlet, in defence of this 


author’s letter. We acknowledge our reafon for poftponing the’ 


account of this article, which has been publifhed feveral months 


pat, was the fame that occafioned our delaying the confider- 
ation of the letter ; as we had a remote expeCtation, on pe- 


rufing this laft production, that dr. Lobb might judge it necef- 
fary or prudent, to difpenfe with his promis’d filence, by faying 
fomething to one, which feems to juftify, in general, the wri- 
ter’s former objections from dr. Lobt’s anfwers to them; and 


even raifes further objections to his phyfical writings and con-: 


duct, with a poignancy not at all abated by the dodtor’s pro- 
fefs’d and predetermined neglect of his fubfequent writings. But 
as it may be inferred from the doétor’s entire filence hitherto, 
that he adheres to his purpofe, the readers are left of courfe 
to judge of the iflue of this medical controverfy, as it now 


ftands, on the force of the doétor’s medical cautions and former’ 
works, and the objections to and ftri€tures on them, in the’ 


letter to dr. Lobb and this defence of it; which is like toen- 
joy the advantage, for ought we can forefee, of having the 
jaft word in this debate. 

The conduét we had propofed :n the execution of our plan, 
prevents us from giving-any loofe to fuch refleCtions as might 
obvioufly occur on occafion of this controverfy. But as we 
are at liberty to acknowledge our own deficiencies, we may 
truly aver, that'we fhould find it very difficult ourfelves to 
reply with fuch folidity, to many of the anonymous writer’s 
practical objections and diftin€tions, as fhould effectually en- 


ervate them. Yet this by no means concludes them unan-. 


fwerable by the doétor, who isa profefled teacher of that 
fcience, we are fo inadequate to a thorough contemplation of 
We apprehend however, that many even of dr. Lobd’s friends, 
may be apt to conclude, from his perfevering filence, that. 
his antagonift has advanced very few erroncous or infalutary 
notions in this debate; fince that philanthropy ‘eflential to 
a truly pious man, and the abilities of a good phyfician, muft 
have inclin’d him to expofe fuch notions. 

What this gentleman has advanced in vindication and in- 
forcement of his former objections to dr. Lobb’s medical cautt- 
ons and principles, with regard to evacuations, terminates 
about the 24th page of this pamphlet, which confifts of 68: 
tho’ the author’s defence of himfelf from the doétor’s accu- 
fation of his attempting to afperfe the charaQter of Boerhaave, 


js continued to. page 30. It feems to us, that he has — 
ently 
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ently acquitted himfelf of this accufation, even while he ma- 
nifefts that decent want of fervility, which fo habitually ac- 
companies a juft and ingenuous difcernment ; as he obferves 
that great writer’s human propenfity and fondnefs to fupport 
his former notion of extinguifhing the fmall-pox before erup- 
tion. Had our author really been acted by any malevolence 
to Boerhaave, for his great compliments to dr. Lobb (quoted 
inthe laft part of his medical cautions) on the fuccefs of zthi- 
ops mineral, as a variolous remedy or prophylactic, he might 
have fhewn how inconfiftent this was with Beerbaave’s former 
low opinion of it, which he did not allow to enter the abfor- 
bent, laéteal or lymphatic veffels ; and which fuppofes it per- 
haps rather more inert than it is, in thofe conttitutions not 
long accuftomed to it. 
_ We confined ourfelves, in the Review already referr- 
ed to, entirely to the difference between dr. Lobb and this 
writer, concerning the evacuations treated of in the medical 
principles, without entering into the merit of the dr’s books, 
publifhed before the exiftence of the Review. Now, tho’ what 
the doétor has faid in his laft part, in vindication of thofe 
books, and what the prefent pamphlet has reply’d in anfwer 
toit, might warrant us in confiderable citations here ; yet as 
we have perus’d but fome part of fuch former writings of dr. 
Lobb’s, we chufe rather to refer our medical readers back to 
them in general, andto this anonymous author’s ftriétures 
on them, in both his pamphlets. Of the former we have 
long fince fignify’d our opinion ; and with regard to the de- 
fence of it, we muft obferve here, that it appears to us to be 
written with much precifion, poignancy and clofenefs; and 
that it truly deferves the careful perufal of young practitioners, 
whether they have been the doétor’s readers, and hearers, or 
not. As the laft gentleman has not rejoin’d, and we are 
conftrain’d at prefent both for room and time, we forbear to 
cite a great deal from this pamphlet, which might inftruct or 
entertain many ; in faying which, we cannot be conftrued to 
compliment or flatter a writer, fo effectually conceal’d from 
us. But as dr. Lobb complains of his ridiculing and bantering 
him inhis letter, for his religious fupplications and thankful- 
nefs to, and his dependance on Gon, which doubtlefs would 
be very irreligious and condemnable ; it will be but fair to 
fhew briefly, how the latter endeavours to exculpate himfelf 
from fo heavy a charge, the proofs of which fhould ‘be cor- 
tefpondently weighty. And this we cite the rather, as it is 
a matter more cognizable by our readers in general; as 
averments of this fort occur too often in controverfies of ano- 
7 ther 
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ther kind ; and fhould not be introduced into medical cnes, 
without the moft clear and pertinent occafion for them. Our 
very fenfible author then fays, p. 61. | 


- 
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‘ The doctor tells me, I have made him the /ubjed? of my 
ridicule, tor his praying and feeking to God, and for his ac- 
knowledging the divine bleffing to him. In this the doétor 
either miftakes or mifreprefents me. If I ridicule him at all 
on thefe heads, it is not for his praying to God, or his acknow- 
ledging the divine blefling, or for any thing that is truly re- 
ligious, but for talking fo much about his own prayers, and 
imputing fuch efteéts to them as cannot be granted, and 
for mifapplying the divine bleffing. Let the doétor write 
pertinently about any point of religion, and he will never 
be oppofed, much lefs ridiculed by me. ‘True religion can 
never be the fubjeét of ridicule; but a man may make him- 
felf ridiculous by talking abfurdly about religion, or by in- 
troducing and mixing it improperly with other fubjeds: 
And when this is the cafe, it isthe man who talks in this 
manner that expofes religion, (though he may do it very 
innocently, as having no wrong intention) not another who 
juftly ridicules him for his abfurdity. I am apt to think the 
doctor himfelf might fmile at any man, and look upon him 
as ridiculous, if he fhould attempt to confute the do€tor’s 
fundamental principles by imaginary revelations and miracles, 
and pretend, in confirmation of his notions and practice, 
to a larger fhare of the divine blefling than the doétor has 
met with. Ifa phyfician, in his medical writings, tells us 
much about bis prayers, and the great efficacy of them, as 
alfo that fuch an extraordinary portion of the divine bleffing 
has attended his practice, as to procure him a long and happy 
feries of fucceffes, infomuch that very few of his patients in 
propertion bave died; though this may be nothing more than 
the overflowings of devotion from a pious foul, joined with 
fome degree of frail conceit and partiality to his own notions, 
yet, in the common eftimation of the world, it feems to 
carry fo much of a pharilaical air with it, that his piety had 
need to be well known, in order to fuppofe him free from 
all manner of worldly defigns, in thus publifhing his devo- 
tion and fuccefs. He may however (and doubtlefs he does) 
think, that fucha view is confiftent with his religion, efpe- 
cially as. the good of mankind is propofed as well as his 
own: otherwife he would have been contented to leave it 
to his works to praife him, to truft to his /ucceffes to pro- 
claim the fuperior merit of his praGtice, and humbly to ex- 
prefs his pious and grateful acknowledgments to God in 
& pri 
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‘ private. But let the intention of writing in this manner be 
‘ purely religious, without the leaft aim at fecular advantage; 
‘ Jet a man be ever fo fully perfuaded him(elf, that his know- 
‘ ledge.comes from heaven in anfwer to his prayers, and that 
‘ his fuccefs, in the practice of phyfic, is owing to an extra- 
¢ ordinary interpofition in his favour, above what is granted to 
‘ others; every wife man, who fhall happen to read thofe 
‘ books, (which were written for the ignorant and for the ufe 
‘ of families) will take the freedom to judge, whether the 
‘ effects are anfwerable to the caufe they are afcribed to, whe- 


‘ ther the favours faid to be granted are worthy of the fuppofed 
¢ divine original. 


¢ If a man infinuates that an extraordinary bleffing attends | 


‘ his prefcriptions above others, he pays himfelf indeed a great 
‘ compliment; but does he not at the fame time (though not 
‘ defignedly) derogate from the honour of his maker? does 
‘ he not reprefent the parent of the univerfe as arbitrary and 
¢ partial in his favours, as granting his bleffing for the fake of 
‘ the doétor more than of the patients? befides, when we 
‘ {peak of the divine bleffing, it fhould be fuppofed that there 
‘ are proper objects of it, both with regard to the patient’s 
‘ cafe and to the means that are ufed. For, if the cafe is 
‘ trifling, and fuch.as would go off without affiftance, then 
‘ there is no need of any means to be ufed, much lefs of any 
‘ divine interpofition to make them fuccefsful. And if the 
‘ means ufed, for the recovery of a patient from any violent 
© difeafe, are not proper for the cafe ; if they have either no 
‘ virtue at all, or are not equal to the propofed effect, an ex- 
‘traordinary divine interpofition in fuch a cafe may more 
‘ properly be called a miracle than a bleffing. The divine 
‘ bleffing fuppofes the organs of the body in a condition to be 
* operated upon, and that both food and medicines are to aét 
* according to their natural qualities: what is more than this 
‘ is miraculous. ‘Thus, whena cure is imputed to a charm, 
* or any other imaginary caufe which fuperftition dictates, as 
‘ is common with the vulgar ; or to fomething taken as a me- 
‘ dicine but falfly fo accounted; or to fo fmalla dofe of .2 
‘ real medicine as cannot poffibly have any effect: if there is 
‘ adivine interpofition in any of thefe cafes, it muft perform 
* the whole of the cure, fince by the fuppofition there is no- 
“ thing in thefe pretended means, that has any relation to, or 
* connection with, a cure ; nothing for the divine blefling to be 
* fuperadded to: fo that the cure muft be as mucha miracle, 
* as if nothing at all had been done by man. HY 
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Art. Lvi. The Political Teftament of cardinal Julius Alberoni, 
Exhibiting a general view of the politics and interefts of the fe- 
veral courts of Europe. Extracted from different memoirs, f 
ters, and other papers of his eminence. To which is prefixed 
a foort account of the cardinal’s life. Tranflated from the 
Italian. 8vo. 5s. Nourfe. 


Nder the foregoing title, the public is prefented with a col- 
le&tion of Cardinal A/beron:’s political ideas, extraCted chief- 

ly, as we are told in a letter prefixed to the book, from his let- 
ters written fince the year1745. Such as are acquainced-with the 
character and the condu& of the cardinal will not expeé an 
thing fatisfactory from him, in regard to the political tieireth 
of the feveral courts of Europe; and if they give: themfelves 
the trouble of -perufing this teftament, they will find in it 
feveral falfe reprefentations of facts ; a great deal of falfe re- 
finement in point of politics ; idle chimeras often, and con- 
jectures rather than folid reflections and juft difcernment; 
and, in a word, much more ill-nature than fagacity. Not- 
withftanding all this, there are feveral fhrewd’ obfervations 
and conjectures to be found in it, and a good deal of fpirit. 
In the editor’s preface there is a fhort account of the cardi- 
nal’s life, taken from the memoirs of Campiftron: fuch as it 
is, we fhall lay it before our readers. 

© Campi/ftron the poet, one of the duke of Vendome’s dome- 
¢ ftics, was robbed in the duchy of Parma, when he was 
‘ on ajourney of pleafure into /taly. Being almoft naked, 
© he found affiftance in the generofity of the Abbé A/beroni, a 
“ country curate, who lent him his brother’s cloaths, and 
‘ fome money to go to Rome. Campiftron afterwards at- 
“ tending the duke his mafter in the war in Jtaly, found him- 
© felf near his benefactor’s abode ; and as the duke de Ven- 
¢ dome withed to have one of the country who could make a 
© difcovery where the inhabitants had concealed their corn, 
© he feized this opportunity of fpeaking to him of Alberont. 
© The parfon was fent for, the duke of Vendome examined 
* him, and he perfeétly juftified the idea Campi/?ron had given 
© of him. 

© The fervices he performed for the French army, being 
* of fuch a nature as not to permit him to remain in fafety in 
* his own country, any longer than while he was under the 
“ protection of the general, he refolved to quit it on the duke 
© of Vendome’s being recalled, and ‘to attach himfelf to this 


* prince, The duke was fatisfied with expreffing the ~— 
3 * he 
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‘ he had for him, by making him prefents, inftead of grant- 
‘ ing hima falary ; and while he loved and efteemed him, he 
‘ little troubled himfelf with the thoughts of making his for- 
‘tune. He feemed, however, to wifh for an opportunity of 
‘ giving him a more folid eftablifhment ; and the vicarage of 
‘ Anet, which was in his gift, becoming vacant, he offered 
‘it to the Abbé Alberoni, who declined accepting it, and 
‘ preferred going to Spain in his retinue, in fearch of a better 
‘ promotion. 
‘ The great credit princefs Urfini had with Philip V. laying 
‘ the duke of Vendome under the neceffity of entering into a 
‘ clofe connection with her, he chofe A/beroni to carry on 
¢ their correfpondence while he was at the head of the army. 
‘ The princefs mean while conceived an efteem for the abbé, 
‘ who, on his fide, forgot nothing that could contribute to fecure 
¢ him fo powerful a protectrefs. After the duke of Vendome’s 
¢ death, he devoted himfelf to her fervice, and hada great fhare 
¢ inher confidence. He made ufe of her favour to obtain from 
‘ the duke of Parma the title of his agent at the court of 
© Madrid; and he requited this inftance of his fovereign’s 
‘ favour, by fixing on the princefs of Parma the choice the 
‘ king of Span was defirous of making of a fecond confort. 

‘ Princefs Urfini was capable of conducting this great 
¢ affair in what manner fhe pleafed. He knew the anxiety 
€ this ambitious lady was in, left the new queen fhould de- 
‘ prive her of the credit which fhe owed to the firft: but he 
‘ made her adopt his views, by reprefenting the princefs of 
‘ Parma as a young perfon, infenfible to every other plea- 
© fure befide that of being admired ; and fhe gave fuch credit 
© to him, that fhe prefled the king to order the negociation. 
¢ Alberoni had no difficulty in procuring the condu& of it to 
‘ be entrufted to him. He ,fet out; and at the court of 
‘ Parma made a merit of the artifice with which he had ma- 
‘ naged the affair in regard to princefs Urfini. The duke, 
© who had reafon to fear that this princefs, on being inform- 
‘ ed that his daughter had not lefs wit than beauty, would 
© have fuch power over the king as to make him change his 
© refolution, liftened to A/beroni’s impatience, and in a little 
¢ time the affair was brought near to a conclufion. 

‘ However, notwithftanding the diligence of Alberoni and 
© the minifters of Parma, princefs Ur/ini made the difcovery ; 
* and a courier arrived from Aadrid, with orders to put a 
* ftop to the negociation, juft at the eve of the day when it 
© was to be terminated. Alberoni, at whofe houfe this courier 
§ alighted, was not in the leaft difconcerted ; but gave him 
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« his choice, whether he would die, or confent not to appear 
* tillthe next day. ‘Thus the treaty was finifhed, the mar- 
¢ riage concluded, and the courier did not appear til) the 


* king’s glory required that he fhould not thew his difpatches, 


¢ The new queen fet out, and by the advice of cardinal 
¢ Alberoni, defired as the firft favour, that fhe might not fee 
© princefs Urfini at court, and fhe was not refufed. Alberoni 
< foon felt the effeéts of the credit which her virtue and beay- 


- © ty gave her with the king her hufband. _ She caufed him to 


¢ be admitted into the council. To this new member of the 
council the court of Spain owed the difcovery of the fecre¢ 
© practices of the quadruple alliance; and judging that he 
¢ was the man molt capable of difconcerting it, he was declar- 
© ed prime minifter. 

¢ While he filled this great place, he formed projeéts for 
recovering the glory of Spain, or rather for raifing it to a 
point of grandeur, of which it had had only the reputation, 
* He put every thing in motion, communicated his ardor to 
¢ the nobility and the people, raifed troops, equipped fleets, 
¢ and filled all Europe with admiration at the advantages which 
* aruined ftate receives from the genius of a man capable of 
* governing. 

‘This work is divided into fixteen chapters; in the firft of 
which the cardinal gives us a general view of Spain under the 
Anufirian kings, and endeavours to {hew, that the Spanifh mo- 
narchy is more powerful at prefent, than when fubjeé& to the 
princes of that family. Spain, he tells us, is able now to 


‘form the moft arduous enterprizes, as before fhe was unable 


to withftand the weakeft; and that if fhe knew her own 
ftrength, and how to employ it, there is nothing which ‘fhe 
could not undertake. Were fhe to fhake off that proud in- 
folence, which for fuch a feries of years has obftructed the 
views of her fovereign, and confent to enjoy the treafures the 
poffeffes ; were fhe to claim thefe rights, againft which there 
is no prefcription, and @f which her fupinenefs alone has be- 
reft her, her wealth, we are told, would prove equal to her 
power, and both would anfwer the rank which her kings hold 
at prefent in Europe. 
In the fecond chapter he confiders the unpopuloufnefs of 
Spain, and her want of agriculture; and fhews what means 
are moft proper for remedying both. He obferves, that fazi- 
nefs is far from being the charaéteriflic of the Spani/b nation 5 
that the natives of that country are as lively as they are braves 
and would be always in aétion, were they left to their natu- 
ral difpofition ;. that it is not Jabour they: hate fo much, — 
, 2 jaca 
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idea annexed to it; that their education has rendered gravit7 
the queen of virtues; and that it is in fome degree eftablifhed 
as a rule among them, that a labouring man quits the dignity 
of the Spani/fb character, and renders himfelf worthy of con- 
tempt. This proud gravity, the real fource of the Spanifh in- 
dolence, is a vice, he fays, fo much the more difficult to ex- 
tirpate, as it is miftaken for a virtue. “To attack it in front, 
‘he obferves, would be a vain attempt, and is of opinion, that 
in order to lefien its efteem in the prefent generation, and ex- 
pofe the abfurdity of it to pofterity, example is one of the 
fureft means. If his catholic majefty would but deign to 
make it one of his recreations to dire&t the harrow and the 
plough himfelf; feem to take a pleafure in tracing plants 
through their feveral gradations, in knowing the relation be- 
tween the fowing time and the harveft; and would exprefs 
fatisfaction in his countenance in proportion to the produce, 
the lords, he fays, would immediately become hufbandmen, 
like their fovereign, the gentlemen would follow the example 
of the lords, the peafants that of the gentlemen, and all 
would accuftom themfelves to think in Spain, as people think 
in the reft of Europe, that a gentleman does not ad? out of cha- 
raéter in improving his lands. 

If the lands were once properly improved, the kingdom, it 
is-faid, would entirely change its face, and the fathers of fa- 
milies, being no longer under the dreadful apprehention of 
famine, would ceafe to take any criminal precautions againft 
the happy fecundity of their wives. ‘Tho’ this would be a 
great point gained, yet the cardinal thinks it would not re- 
pair the ravages of many ages, nor fill up the difmal void that 
has been made in the kingdom. Thofe who impute the pre- 
fent. featcity of inhabitants in Spain to the expulfion of the 
Jews and Moors, and to the tranfporting of colonics to the 
Weft Indies; he fays, are greatly miftaken 5 and obferves, that 
there are two domeftic fcourges, with which the kingdom is 
far more dangeroufly aflicted, namely, licentioufnefs and fu- 
perftition. 

‘ It is impoffible without having refided in Spain, fays the 
* cardinal, and been witnefs of the lewdnefs and debauchery. 
* which prevails in that kingdom, to conceive to what excefs 
* they are carried. ‘There feldom comes an infant into the 
* world without bringing along with him fuch marks as fhall 
‘one day make him hate and defpife thofe to whom he is 
* indebted for life; and as feldom does he arrive at the age 
* of maturity, without rendering himfelf unfit for marriage. 


‘ This is one of the two fcourges which keep the kingdom 
‘Von, IX, Ce ‘in 
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in the exhaufted condition, attributed to tranfmigrations, 
of which there would not be the leaft remembrance, were 
it not for thofe fcourges. Vain are all the efforts made to 
reitore the country to its natural ftrength, unlefs the royal 
authority exerts itfelf, in fuppreffing the abufes which have 
reduced it to this unhappy condition. It is one of thofe in- 
veterate diftempers, which nothing but violent remedies 
can relieve. Paternal authority muft join with the regal 
power in the cure; and the influence of both will certainly 
prove effectual. 
‘ The other fcourge is quite of a different kind. God for- 
bid that a monattic life fhould fuffer the leaft prejudice from 
what is here levelled, only againft the imprudence of thofe 
who embrace it! None but heretics can charge it with 
the damages, which by the multitude of its votaries, it is 
faid to have done to the ftate. But true piety does not ex- 
clude either reafon or prudence; and when the fovereign 
perceives, that the public good is hurt by the exceflive de- 
votion of his people, he is obliged to ftem the torrent of 
fuperftition, and to reduce it to the rules of true religion. 
© Spain {warms, if I may fo fay, with monks and friars of 
all colours. Such numerous legions are not maintained in 
any country in Europe, not even in the ecclefiaftic ftate. 
The condué of the greateft part of them leaves rcom to 
doubt,’ whether before they engaged in this life, they pro- 
perly examined their vocation. ‘They are fo far from an- 
{wering the charaéter of men, who have retired into the 
obfcurity of a cloyfter, to work their falvation, that one 
would take them for knaves, who cover themfelves with the 
veil of religion, only toxrove about the world, and to com- 
mit every fort of mifchief with impunity. They re- 
nounced the world before they knew it, and were fo well 
cut out for a fecular life, as to imbibe a tafte for it, in thofe 
very retreats, where they ought to have left all earthly de- 
fires behind them. They are dead to the world, and yet. 
they have none but worldly abilities; they might be ufeful 
to fociety, and they are a burden to it: in fhort, a mona- 
ftic life is an intolerable yoke to them ; fo that they are 
perpetually the fubject of reproach and {candal to religion. 
‘ Both church and ftate have an equal intereft in rid- 
ding the kingdom of this fecond fcourge, which robs it of 
a multitude of fubjes as capable of ferving it, as incapable 
of being a credit to religion ; and hurts the ftate as much 
as the firft fcourge, by which the few fubjeéts left, are de- 
prived of health and bodily ftrength. His catholic majefty 
5 ‘ would 
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* would certainly find the Spani/p prelates extremely ready to 
‘ afift him in this great undertaking. His holinefs would 
‘ gladly give his fanction to a regulation, which alone is ca- 
‘ pable of reftoring the monaftic “me Mion to the credit and 
© efteem from which it is fallen, by reducing the monks to 
¢ fuch a number as is fuitable to the pi ious inutility of their pro- 
* feffion. “Che whole church would applaud an eftablifh- 
* ment of uniformity, which it has long wifhed for in its d.f- 
© cipline; and the public would with edification fee, the fame 
‘ age fixed for the profeffion of monaftic vows, as the canons 
© have determined for admittance in holy orders.’ 

In the third, fourth, and fifth chapters, the cardinal treats 
of the trade of Spain, of her land forces, and her interefts 
in regard to France and Portugal. In the fixth chapter we 
have a plan for rendering the houfe of Bourbon miftrets of the 
fea, and of the commerce of both the /mdies: but pafiing 
over thefe, we proceed to the feventh, which treats of Eg- 
land and the pretender. ‘The cardinal introduces it with ob 
ferving, that as England is cut off from the relt of Europe, it 
would have no liar 7 intereft befides that of its commerce, if 
the reftlefs difpofitien of its inhabitants did not impate on the 
king, as a principle of his px eye the neceflity of entering 
into all the quarrels of the other powers. Whe Englif, he 
fays, want to be continually emp'oyed ; they muft have ene- 
mies of fome kind or other ; and if their kings have not the 
art of rendering them jealous of their neig » ours, they them 
felves become the objects of their jealouly, often of their hae 
sh and always of thetr contempt. 

‘ The effeminate indolence of the unhappy Jzenry VI, 
© formed the partif:ns of the duke of Yor4; and the houfe of 
© Lancafter owed its difgrace lefs to the ambition and great 

* qualities of its enemy, than to the mild and pacific temper 
© of its chief. James I. the reconciler of all differences, laid 
* the foundation of the misfortunes of Charles his fuce:flor. 
Perhaps “fames the fecond would have continued on the 
throne, if, after the duke of Atenmmnth’s aeteat, he had em- 
ployed beyond fea thofe of his fubje&ts, whom he knew to 
be ill affected to his government. A foreign war would 
have taken off the attention to domeftic animofities, and 
the revocation of the ediét of Nants furnifhed him with an 
opportunity of ‘making one of a better kind than he could 
* have wifhed for. By “becomi ing the protector of the Hugo- 
* nots, he would have {pared the pope and the emperor, the 
* odious character of appearing as the prince of Orange’s 
* friends; and he might have continued, without contradic, 
C C2 * tion, 
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tion, a devout catholic in London, by giving a different turn 
to the zeal of the Engli/d. 

‘ Wilham the third reaped advantage from his father-in- 
law’s fault, in taking particular care not to fall into one of 
the like kind. By employing the forces of the nation 
abroad, he prevented the coufequences of the divifions at 
home. He levied twice as much on the people as king 
“fames had ever demanded: he occafioned the deftru@tion of 
more Englifh than this good prince had ever attempted to 
convert : he Joft as many battles as he engaged in: he load- 
ed Great Britain with nothing but misfortunes and the ex- 
pence of war: in fine, he exhgufted it of its fhips, its 
men, and its money. But he found employment for the 
— and continued cn the throne. 

The pride and van:ty of the nation enabled the king of 
Gr: at Britain to make his fubjects relifh thefe diverfions, 
how ruinous foever in other refpects. The pompous title 
of ALufters of the balance of power, the arbiters of Europe, is 
a bait that never fails, whenever they are difpofed to make 
ufe of it. Thus having no longer the choice on what 
fide to fix, fince a perfect intelligence between the two 
creat monarchies has fhaken the equilibrium, Exgland is 
neceflarily the enemy of Spain; and when thefe people 
make their being admitted to trade to the /ndies, the great 
article of their treaties, it is perhaps not fo much becaufe 
this commerce would enrich them, as becaufe it would put 
them in a better condition to attack the Spaniards. If the 
family of the Stuarts fhould ever enter again into the pof- 
fefion of the Briti/h throne, they would adopt thefe poli- 
tics in fpight of all their former engagements ; and conti- 
nue to follow them, that they might not a fecond time be 
obliged to refign the throne to the houfe of Brun/wick. 
From hence it is that many are of opinion, that the two 
crowns, being fo ftri€tly united, might have made ufe of 
the prince of the Stuart family in the Taft war, in a more 
advantageous manner than they did. And indeed, if the 
trouble they gave themfelves on his account, had been at- 
tended with the moft happy fuccefs, what fruit could they 
have reaped from it? To believe that they had hopes of 
his feparating the kingdom of Scotland from that of England, 
would be abfurd. The ftrength and refources of the laft, 
are fo fuperior to thofe of the other, that the hiftory of the 
times when each of them had their kings, cannot furnifh 
an inftance of a war which was not fpeedily decided to the 
difadvantage of the former. But if prince Edward had the 
prefumption 
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¢ prefumption to flatter himfelf with fubduing both, and one 
‘ by the means of the other, what rcturn could he make to 
‘ the powers his protectors? The advantage of a faction op- 

‘ pofite to the court, would have been transferred to their 
‘ enemies, fo long as the new king was in alliance with 
‘them ; and he would have been an enemy fo much the more 
© formidable, when he fhould declare him/felf againft them, 
‘ (which fooner or later he would be obliged to do) as he 
© could have reunited, at leaft for fume time, the two par- 
© ties.” 

A little after the cardinal proceeds as follows. ¢ The cardinal 
de Richlieu,’ fays he, * has informed his fucceflors what kind 
‘ of diverfion France ought to make in England. It is of little 
‘importance to her what is the name of the kings of Great 
* Britain. Her intereft only requires her to give them fufficient 
* embarrafiinent at home, to prevent their being tempted to in- 
* terfere in foreign affairs. Now, thofe whom fhe may make 
©ufe of to raife difturbances in England, are very far from 
being all Zacob:tes: perhaps the preateft number of them may 
‘ be ready to thed their blood to prevent the reftoration of the 
‘ family of the Stuarts. To make the propofal to thefe would be 
‘at once to lofe the benefit of their fervices. —TThe enemies to 
‘the minifter readily employ themfelves in breaking his mea- 
‘fures, in difparaging him, and in rendering him odious in the 
“eyes of the people: but they are filled with horror at the 
‘thought of a change of government. ‘Thus in ancient Rome, 
© Lucullus, Hortenfius, and thofe of their party, who were led 
‘by their private intereft to oppofe Pompey in every thing, 
‘were not lefs the encmies of Ca far: fo thofe who at Londen 
‘are called Tories for declaiming againft the houfe of Ha- 
‘ nover, are not devoted to the family. of the Stvarts. Since the 

* point is only to embroil Enxg’and within itfel', ten members 
‘ of the houfe of commons well chofen, and well paid, with 
“two or three peers of diftinguifhed reputation in the upper 
‘houfe, will be of greater fervice to the two crowns. than 
‘twenty thoufand Highlanders, and as many /ri/h, \ilted under 
‘the pretender’s ftandard. The Facsbites, who are fpread 

‘through the ifle, will mingle with the Torzes, from whom 
‘ they are not to be diftinguifhed, and caufe the leaven of dil- 
‘cord to ferment in ev ery county. They will accuftom them- 
* felves to vindicate toeir prince, and infenfibly lofe their indif- 

* creet zeal for re-eftablifhing him by impractical ‘le methods, 

‘It is a misfortune to the princes of the family of the Stuarts 
‘to be furrounded by men more eager to flatter, than capable 
‘of accomplifhing their hopes. ‘T hat handful of faithful fub- 
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* jets, who are attached to their fortune, fee eve ‘ry thine 
‘ through their prejudices. Familiarifed to imaginations and 
© wifhes infpired by their Zeal, they take ther for realities, 
‘They fwear that their difpofitions are felt by the moft nu- 
merous part of the nation. ‘Incir eyes being accuftomed to 
the ceremonies of the Romyj yee ch, and their minds happily 
© infrudted in the doctrines of the true religion, they cannot 
conceive that the object of their refpeét fhould fill their 
countrymen with horror; and they sirtbor tai promile, with 
a tone of infptration, a revo ‘lution which all men who ex- 
amine the pre fent ftate of Greet Britain with a difinterctted 
‘eye, muft belicve to be abfolutely impoffible. 

‘It is confeffed that the faction of the houfe of Lanca/fler 
recovercd itfelf from a lowe: ftate, than that which the ta- 
© cobiies are in at prefent; and that this party had loft much 
‘more blocd when Henry the feventh fe und it fo powerful zs 
to fet him on the throne. But befides 1 ye advantage this 
‘ prince received from the hatred felt for an execrable tyrent 
©“ which prepared the way for his ne“ religion had no 
© fhare in the quarrel of the two houfes. The people were 
© ftiired up by fome chiefs, and grew inflamed according to 
© the impreffion made upon them by the confideration of their 
« perfonal interefts. They would have found it difficult to give 
© a reafon for their animofity againft that weak prince Henry 
© the fixth and his fon: their ha ittred therefore to the houfe of 
© Luncafler was fooner or later to be extinguifhed by their na- 
“tural inconflancy. There is no neceflity for entering into a 
parallel between the particulars of each reign, to perceive the 
‘ difference between thofe times and the prefent. 

* Let us only call to mind fames the fecond, at the head of 
an army, ready to difpute his crown with his fon-in-law, 
‘who, aflifted by foreign troops, came to take it from him. 
Does hiftory furnifh an inftance of a tyrant who ever faw 
himfel! fo totally r abando ned as this good prince was? When 
he returned to force his daughter from the throne, which 
ihe had made him mieaouh. fearcely could he reckon an 
bundred £xglifo in his camp. London fhews nothing more 
than curiofity a bout what aflefis him; and in a fhock which 
overturns its fundamental laws, and itrikes at the conftitution 
of its monarchical government, England fhews no fign of agi- 
“tation. After him his fon pr refent ts bined : his claims are 
“not difputed: the fuults of the king his father are not im- 
© puted to him: religion is all that they fee him have in come 
mon, and that is fufficient for them to fuffer the fame fate. 
Has it been ever fcen, except in this age, that an ufurper has 
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© mifcarried in the defign of reftoring the crown to the law- 
‘ful heir? Queen Anne did not believe that the fuffrages of the 
“ nation had given her any other title to the throne betides that 
© of poifeffion: fhe endeavoured in the latt years of her life, 
© to cancel the act which limited the fuccefhon, which is now 
* become a law; and fhe died without accomplifking it. The 
* pretender had the mortification to derive no advantage from 
‘her death. It was natural to hope that the greatnefs of the 
“leap from the houfe of the Stuarts to that of Hanover would 
‘ have terrified a part of thofe, who, at the diftance at which 
“they faw it, had engaged to take it: but religion fhut the 
“eyes of the moft fearful; and every one got over it. 

‘In vain did prince Edward flatter himfelf that the means 
© which had neither fucceeded with his father nor his grandfather, 
€ would conduct him to the mark they hid mifled. Let him 
* compare his refources to theirs, and he will acknowlege that 
‘he ought either to fubmit to a private life, or take, in order 
“to reach the throne, a different way from that they followed. 
¢ The inhabitants of /reland were almoft all Catholics. ‘James 
© the fecond was there at the head of forty thoufand foldiers, 
‘and with the able Zirconnel for his general. A French fqua- 
‘dron was at his command ; he was matter of the beft ports 
‘ and the ftrongeft fortrefles: he had ftill the remains of the 
*treafury, and the appearance of a king. And yet he was 
© driven out of /re/and; when he crowned with a lait blunder 
thofe which h-d caufed his misfortunes, by depriving bis 
pofterity of more than twenty thoufand faithful fubjeéts 
“capable of favouring his return, whom he tranfported to 
* France, and who were immediately fupplied with as many 
© Hugonots equally attached to his enemy. 

‘In order to reign in England, prince Edward muft begin 
* with extirpating or tran{planting the inhabitants. Every at- 
* tempt without this impracticable preliminary, would add to 
‘the hatred this people feel for his family, and redouble their 
* zeal in the fervice of the houfe of Hanover. ‘They would 
‘charge him with new grievances, namely the evils they 
* muft fuffer by the war, which he would oblige them to fup- 
‘port: fo that he could not ftrike a ftroke, nor move a ftep 
* nearer his mark, which would not caft him at a greater 
* diftance from it. 

* His reftoration by the affiftance of the catholic princes is 
*amere chimera. Let him remember the authors of 
* his grandfather’s ruin. The prince of Orange was, pro- 
“ perly fpeaking, only the inftrument of pope Junccent the 
f cleventh’s hatred, and of the emperor Leopo/d’s ambition. 
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He is not in a lefs error if he depend on the affiftance of 
the two crowns. They are fo well acquainted in France 
and Spain with the impoffibility of the enterprife, that 
they never make any thing of it but a work of fupereroga- 
tion, to which they confecrate what before they had re- 
folved to throw away. The fupreme law of fovereigns 
does’ mot permit them to protect a client any longer than 
till the good of the ftate directs them to abandon him. 
They make ufe of him as a fcarecrow, which they pull 
down as foon as it has anfwered their purpofe. It is pecu- 
liarly on thefe occafions that the maxim is to-be applied, 
Voluiffi fat e8. The blind prejudices of the Englif leave’ 
no hope of their return to their naiural fovereign. It is 
his part to raife himfelf by his valour and prudence to the 
rank they refufe him, and to erect at their expence a throne, 
in the room of that on which they will not fuffer him to be 
mounted, 

‘ Pofterity will never forgive prince Edward, for having 
left to a private gentleman the honour of a project, which 
was never blained but for its want of fucccts, and which 
mifcarried merely becaufe it was not executed by a prince. 
Baron Neubof had the boldnefs to make pretenfions to the 
favereignty of Corfica ; he dared to caufe himfelf to be pro- 
claimed king. Would it have been temerity in prince Ed- 


, 


ward to offer him/elf to this difontented people as the pro- 


tector of their liberties, and the avenger of their injuries ? 
The many jewe’s and ulelefs rarities which excite the ad- 
miration of the curious in the ngli/h palace at Rome, 
would have founded a military cheft, that to men who. 
demand only arms and fhoes, would be inexhauftible. 
More than twenty thoufand /ri/o who are in the armies of 
the catholic powers, would have run to put themfelves un- 
der the enfigns of their prince; and the Corficans would 


‘have joyfully received them as countrymen. ‘The ifland is 


fuficiently large, and, thanks to the Gena:/e, fufficiently 
defolate for the ancient pofleflors nut to be alarmed at the 
divifion of the lands. The laws ena&ted by the proteCtor 
would have prevented their jealoufy, and his prudence 
would have guarded him againft fhewing any partiality in 
prejudice to the ancient inhabitants. He came to defend 
them, and they had no reafon to apprehend that he had 
thoughts of conquering them. They were his fubjeds : 
what could he get by attempting. to make them his flaves ? 
Their number, their valour, and their knowledge of the 
cquntry, put them ina condition to oblige him to keep 
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¢ to the terms of his engagements ; and his being the irre- 
‘ concileable enemy of the powers that might affift the 
¢ Corficans in ounithing a violation on his part, would induce 
‘ him to adhere to them, Thus his treaty with them could 
¢ not meet with the leaft difficulty.’ 

In the remaining, part of this chapter, the cardinal prefents 
us with feveral other projeéts which this prince Edward, as he 
calls him, might have executed; moft of them, if not all, 
very chimerical. 

In the eighth chapter he treats of the. adminiftration of 
cardinal Fleuri ; in the ninth, he confiders whether the prag- 
matic fanétion was the moft advantageous fettlement the em- 
peror Charles V1. could have made for his heirefs, and endea- 
vours to fhew in the tenth, that what he did in /ta/y was not 
of the greateft advantage to her. 

The eleventh chapter treats of /ta/y, in relation to its prin- 
ces, and the houfe of Bourbon: the twelfth contains an ex- 
amination of the French minifter’s plan, and of the conduét of 
the war in Germany: in thethirteenth, the cardinal treats of 
the balance of Europe, and that of the empire, fhews how, and 
in what manner, the Germanic body ought to enter into the 
firft, and examines its politics till the laft peace of Aix Ja 
Chapelle. “ 

In the fourteenth and fifteenth, the nature of the grandeur, 
and the caufes of the decay, of the Dutch, are confidered ; 
together with a difcuffion of the reafons for and againft the 
laft revolution among them: and in the laft, a general idea is 
given of the northern ftates, and their particular balance. 
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MIscELLANEOUS. 


I. True and authentic account of AndrewF rey. Containing 
the occafion. of his coming among the Hernbuters, or 
Moravians; his obfervations on their conferences, caftin 
lots, marriages, feftivals, merriments, celebrations of birth- 
days, impious doétrines, and fantaftical practices; abufe of 
charitable contributions, linnen images, oftentatious profufe- 
nefs, and rancour againft any who in the leaft differ from 
them; and the reafons for which he left them; together with 
the motives for publifhing this account. Faithfully tranflated 
from the German. 8vo. 1s. Robinjfon. 
The narration of the feyeral articles mentioned in the title- 
page, is executed with much plainnefs and fimplicity of ityle. 
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We have no seafon to doubt its authenticity, which is fup- 
ported by the concurring teftimonies of other writers, whofe 
accounts have alfo expofed the defects in the M@ravian com- 


snunity. 

Ii. A letter to mifs Noffiter ; occafioned by her frfP ap. 
pearance on.the ftage. In which is contained remarks upon 
her manner of playing the character of ‘fuliet. Inter fperfed 
with fome other theatrical obfervations. a 8vo. Is.. Owen. 

It contains a lavifh panegyrick on the performance of this 
young actrefs, in the character of “fuliet, in Shake/pear’s 
Romeo, &c. 

Ill. The fage coach. Containing the character of mr. Manley, 
and the hittory of his fellow travellers. 12m. 2 vols. 6s. 
Ofborne. 

If the perufal of this novel hath yielded us but {mall enter- 
tainment, the failure may not proceed entirely from the aus 
thor’s want of ability, but in a great meafure from his want 
of application to the tafk he undertook. ‘The performance 
feems haftily put together, by a perfon, whofe talents, other- 
wife, or more carefully, employed, might have appeared to 
greater advantage; as his fentiments are generally juft, and 
his ftyle (fome inaccuracies excepted) natural and eafy. But 
he has evidently been at little pains either in the planning or 
finifhing his work. The fable is extremely thin, and produétive 
of few interefting events; the characters are moft of them 
feebly drawn, and the bufinefs affigned them feldom has im- 
portance enough to excite the reader’s curiofity or concern. 

The feene of mr. Manley and his fellow-traveller’s adven- 
tures, is laid fometimes in London, fometimes in the coun- 
try; and the connection arifes from accidental converfations in- 
a {tage-coach ; where an a¢quaintance of the feveral paffen- 
eers with one another commences, and the whole work chiefly 
confifts of meer narrative accounts of their, refpective cir- 
cuintances and fituations in the world: a fuperficial bafis for 
as indifferent a fuperftructure. 

1V. Familiar letters on various fubjeéts of bufinefs and amufe- 
ment. Written in a natural, eafy manner; with a view, 
chiefly to form the ftyle of the younger part of both fexes; 
and, by conveying entertainment with moral initruction, to 
inculcate in them an early tafte for epiftolary correfpondence. 
Intended likewife as proper models of all kinds of letters; 
for the ufe of thofe perfons who are defirous of writing correct 
Englijh, and good fenfe on every occafion. By Charles Hal- 
lifax. To thefeare added the different forms of writing mef- 
fageson cards. 12mo0, 38, Baldwin, W 
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We imagine this work will very well anfwer the ends men- 
tioned in the title page: it abounds with good fentiments, 
judicioufly arranged. ‘The occafions on which the letters are 
founded, are natural and interefting ; the language in which 
they are written, is fuitable to the characters and bufinefs in- 
troduced, and not inelegant, where elegance could with pro- 
priety appear. 

V. Anew hiftory of France ; by queftion and anfwer. Com- 
piled from the moft eminent French hiftorians ; for the in- 
{truction of the children of anoble family. By Richard Rolt, 
author of the hiftory of the late war. 12mo. 3s. Owen. 

Mr. Rolt gives an epitome of the hiftory of france, from 
Pharamond, downto the year 1748. | 

VI. Memors of the life of Count de Grammont. Con- 
taining the amcrous intrigues of the court of England; in 
the reign of King Charles Il. ‘Tranflated from the French. 
12mo. 3s. Vaillant. 

Tho’ a former tranflation of thefe memoirs appeared here 
feveral years ago; yet, asthat tranflation hath been fome time 
very fcarce, *tis probable many of our readers are unacquaint- 
ed with the nature and merits of thiswork. Its author, Count 
Anthony Hamilton * hath gained no lefs reputation by it, than 
by his poetical and other pieces, all written in the French lan- 

uage. 

: Count Grammont married our author’s fifter, whom he fel! 
in love with at the Englfh court. The hiftory of this gen- 
tleman is extremely ftriking and engaging ; and perhaps more 
foto an Englifh reader, as his adventures are intermix’d with 
the amours and intrigues of the court of our Charles I]. Moft 
of thefe, are generally looked upon‘as founded in truth, and on 
real occurrences, tho’ doubtlefs not a little embellifh’d and im- 
prov’d by the lively pen of our author, who feems to have had 
a natural turn to that kind of writing ; which by the introduc- 
tion of humour, and the mixture of truth with fi@tion, hath 
now loft the name of romance. 

VIL. A new Pantheon: or, fabulous hiftory of the heathen 
gods, heroes, goddefles, ce. Explained ina manner entirely 
new, and rendered much more ufeful than any hitherto pub- 
lifhed on this fubje&. Adorned with figures depicted from 
ancient paintings, medals and gems, neatly engraved for the 
ufe of thofe who would underftand hiftory, poetry, painting, 
ftatuary, coins, medals, &¢. ‘To which is added, a difcourfe 

* Son of fir George Hamilton, grandfon to the duke of Hamilton, 


who was likewife duke of Chatteleraud in France. His mother 
was the lady Mary Butler, filer to the duke of Ormond. 
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on the theology of the ancients, wherein the manner of their 
worfhip, and the rife and progrefs of Idolatry are confidered, 
As alfo an exp!anation of their ancient Mythology from the 
writings of M/o/es; the Egyptian, Grecian, Roman, and Eaf- 
tern -hiftorians, philofophers, poets, &c. By Samuel Boyce, 
A. M. Withan appendix. Containing fome account of their 
various fuperftitious obfervances by aftrology, prodigies, au- 
guries, arufpices, oracles, &fc. in which the origin of each 
are pointed out. As alfo a fhort hiftorical account of the rife 
of Altars, facred groves, priefts and temples. By a gentle- 
man of Gambridge. 8vo0. 3s. 6d. Newbery. 

As works of this nature are little more than compilations, and 
the intention of them univerfally known; we think it unne- 
ceflary to fay any thing more of this publication. 

ViIl. The School of Woman, or memoirs of Conftantia. 
Addrefled to the dutchefs of ***. By the author of the /chool 
ef man, a moral work: fupprefs’d at Paris, by order of the 
king of France. ‘Tranflated from the French, 12mo. 3s. 
Robinfon. 

‘Yhough we could not entertain a very exalted idea of the 
performance, * referred to in the title of the work before us; 
yet we cannot help having a lefs favourable opinion of this : 
the want of almoft every thing that contributed to render 


the former'in fome meafure pleafing and inftructive, and the . 


great diflimititude in the mode of expreffion, are enough to 


saife a reafonable doubt, of their being the offspring of the 


fame parcnt; and to give it the appearance of being one of 
thofe illegitimate productions, that are fo often obtruded on 
the public, by way of fecond part or imitation. §/°&% 

IX. Aemosirs of madam de Montefpan and Lewis the four- 
teenth. ‘Yranflated from the original French, 42mo. 4s. 
Cooper. 

This is a detail of amorous intrigues, compiled from the 
hiftory of Lewis the fourteenth: and the letters and life of 
madam de Miatntenon. 

X. A letter to a perfon of ferupulous confcience, about the time 
of keeping Chrifimas, according to the new-ftile. “Vo which is 
added, a dialogue between a clergyman and his parifhioner ; fa- 
miliarly explaining the reafon and expediency of the new-/ryle. 
Svo. 4d. Baldwin. 

We fhall take the liberty to recommend this fmall perfor- 
mance to the perufal of thofe,-who have been a little difcon- 
certed in their computation, by the late alteration of the ftyle; 
and who, out of a fcrupulous regard for the regular oblerva- 

¥ The fchcol of man, for which fee Review, vol. 7. p. 445. | 
tion 
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tion of our feftivals, and the fear of doing wrong, dare not 
comply with what is right. 


RELIGIoUsS and CONTROVERSIAL. 


XI. Pious memorials; or, the power of religion upon the 
mind, in ficknefs, and at death ; exemplified in the experience 
of many divines, and other eminent perfons, at thofe impor- 
tant feafons. Interfperfed with what was moft remarkable in 
their lives. By the late Mr. Richard Burnbam, 8vo. 53. 
Buckland, &c. 

This work confifts of fhort anecdotes, interfperfed with de- 
vout reflections, relating to the charaéters and conduét of a 
confiderable number of religious perfons, (chiefly among the 
diflenters * ) whofe exemplary deportment in their laft mo- 
ments, is alfo efpecially recited. “The revd. mr. Harvey, au- 
thor of the meditations, has given a preface to this volume; 
wherein he recommends it as a means in the hand of provt- 
dence, to awaken the thoughtlefs; and fix their attention 
upon important and everlatting things. 

XII. The Infruétor: or the art of living well. 8vo. 2s. 
fewed. Bladen. 

A feries of grave and pious precepts and cautions; adapted 
to, and compiled for, the inftruétion of young perfons ; 
chiefly extraéted from various authors, antient and modern. 

XIIl.. The general judgment : or, an attempt to reprefent by 
way of parable or vifion, the folemn procefs of the laft day: 
in a dialogue between two primitive chriflians, under perfe- 
cution. 8vo. 6d. Whitworth. 

The defigreof this fmall production, is to obviate thofe dif- 
ficulties we frequently meet with, in endeavouring to reconcile 
the apparent difpenfations of providence, with thofe notions 
we have formed of the deity: virtue we often fee ftrug- 
gling with misfortunes; and the way of our duty embarrafs’d 
with obftacles difficult to be overcome ; in this fituation, the 
author obferves, we fhould always turn our eyes to the great 
retribution at the laft day ; of which he gives us not an ill-ima- 
gined view. Dp. 

XIV. Dialogue the fixth, being a fupp'ement to the five di- 
vine dialogues of dr. Henry More. Publifhed under the name 

of Francifcus Paleopslitanus. 8vo. 6d. Owen. 

It wou’d be a vain attempt intelligibly to epitomife this pro- 
duction ; nor, fhou’d we tranfcribe the whole, wou’d it an- 


* Including likewife moft of the firft proteftant reformers; as 
Luther, Calvin, Fc. and the Englifh martyrs in the times of popifh 
perfecution in our own ifland. 


{wer 









































Og ot ae © 4 
eg 








= OO og 8 



































398 The MONTHLY REVIEw, 


fwer any other end, than to fhew, that the author’s meanin 

wholly lies in his own imagination. He fuppofes that the H- 
brew alphabet is a realcharaéter, and that each letter is expref- 
five of fome divine myftery ; under this perfuafion he under- 
takes to decypher the characters of the feveral letters, and to 
extract the fenfe they were defigned to convey, both fepa 
rately and in connection with eachother. This difcovery, he 
tell us, * occur’d to his waking thoughts, unexpected and un- 
‘ look’d for, when abcd in the morning, upan awaking out 
* of afound fleep, dreamlefs.’ Here the author feems to have 
anticipated the conftruCtion, his readers wou’d probably put 
upon his performance, fenfible of its great refemblance to thofe 
wild and incoherent ideas, which frequently difturb our reft. 


PAMPHLETS relating to the JEws. 3S. 


XV. A fecond letter to a friend, concerning naturalizations, 
Wherein the reafons are given why the fews were antiently 
confidered as the immediate vaflals and abfolute property of 
the crown; but are now in a-ftate of liberty and freedom, 
like other fubjeéts. To which are added, the opinions of the 
moft eminent lawyers, together with proofs and arguments 
drawn from divers important facts and ftatutes of the realm 
relating to the fame fubje&t. By ‘Fofiah Tucker, A. M. rector 
of Sr. Stephen’s in Briftol, and chaplain to the right rev..the 
lord- bifhop of Briffol. 8vo. 6d. Trye. 

XVI. Remarks on the rev. mr. Tucker’s letter on naturaliza- 
tions. S8vo. 6d. Withers. 

Thefe remarks are intended as an anfwer to mr. Tucker’s 
firft lettet on naturalizations, mentioned in. our laft. Since 
which mr. Tucker has publifhed another letter on the fame 
fubje&t, vide the preceding article. 

XVII. The motives to the fenfelefs clamour againft the a‘? cons 
cerning Jews expofed; and the a& fet ina true light. Withan 
acknowledgment to the orthodox parfons, for their eminent 
fervice in the caufe from the pulpit. 8vo. 6d. Cooper. 

XVIII. An addrefs to the freeholders of Great Britain. Oc 
cafioned by the debates among the people, and the anfwex to 
Confiderations on the bill for naturalizing Jews. By a friend 
tothe nation. 8vo. 4d. £. Gardner, &e. 

This little traé&t contains many fenfible obfervations, and 
feems to be the product of much confideration. 

XIX. Further confiderations on the a&? to permit perfons pro- 
Seffing the Jewith religion to be naturalized by parliament. Ina 


fecond letter from a merchant in town, to his friend in thé® 


country. In this part the utility of the ‘fews in trade, their 
fituation 
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fituation in other nations, and the expediency of continuing 
them on the prefent footing, are fully confidered and proved. 
gyo. 1s. Baldwin *., 

XX. The queftion, Whether a Few, born within the Britis 
dominions, was, before the making the late aét of parliament, 
a perfon capable by law, to purchafe and hold lands to him and 
his heirs? fairly ftated and confidered. By a gentleman of 
Lincoln’ s-Inn. to. 2s. 6d. Roberts. 

The intention of this work is to fhew the fituation the Fews 
were in under our conftitution (and how the law ftood with 
relation to them) before the paffing of the late act; and from 
thence to prove, that Fews born in England are not, as many 
have confidered them, aliens, or perpetui inimicit to the inha- 
bitants or laws of this country; but are now, and formerly 
were, perfons capable by law to purchafe and hold real eftates. 

In the courfe of our author’s confiderations, he frequently 
appeals to records of inconteftible authority, and from thence 
produces various fa¢ts relative to the ‘fewi/b people, in order 
to fhew us in what light they were looked upon at different 
periods of the conftitution ; and to prove, that Zews born in 
England were, according to the opinion and practice of the 
sreateft lawyers i in this count ry, both antient and modern, be- 
fore, and in the reigns of, Henry V1; Richard 1. king ‘Fobn, 
and Henry III. and now are, perfons capable of purchafing 
and holding, to them and their heirs, real eftates. Pp. 

XXI. A review of the propofed naturalization of the Jews; 
being a difpaffionate enquiry into the prefent {tate of the cafe. 
With fome refle€tions on general naturalizations. ‘The third 
edition, corrected, and enlarged with feveral additions. By 
j. H. merchant. 8vo. 3s. 6d. Dodfley, Se. 

We have before given a fhort.account of the firft edition 
of mr. H1’s performance, in our Review for September 1753. 
In this.it appears with feveral alterations and additions. ‘There 
arelikewife annexed, (but may be purchafed feparately) three 
letters, admonitory and argumentative, from ‘7. H—y, mer- 
chant, to 7. S—r, merchant, in reply to particular paflages, 
and the general argument of the pamphlet entitled, Further 


Confiderations, &c. Alfo an appendix, relating to the preceding - 


article. 

In the letters admonitory, &c. the ingenious author fhews 
much warmth and refentment for the mifreprefentations of, 
and unfair reflexions upon, his Review, in the Further Confi- 
derations, Fc. and obferves, in anfwer to the plea of wealth of 

abe Few merchants, that if it is not right upon account of 

* See Review for Sept. 1753. page 229. Arr. x1. 
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‘religion and the conftitution, that they fhould be naturilized, 


it cannot be made right, tho’ they were poffefled of fifty mil- 
lions. 

In his anfwer to The queftion, Sc. concerning the Fews 
right of holding landed eftates, he obferves, that tho’ the fa@s 
alledged by the author of The Queflion, Sc. do, in a great 
meafure, prove, that it has been the opinion of many eminent 
lawyers, that no law in being does prohibit the inheritance 
and poffeffion by a ‘few of a land eftate, yet it would be diffi- 
cult to fix upon what law it is they hold the right of pofleffion, 
fhould the fovereign, for reafons of policy, demand the for- 
feiture of fuch lands. 

XXII. The Crifis, or an alarm to Britannia’s true protef- 
tant fons. In two parts, with an appendix to each of them. 
Containing, among a variety of other things, an addrefs to 
king George.—To the unbelieving fews.—To our rev. fathers 
the bifhops—To our worthy reprefentatives.—To the licenti- 
ous writers of the public papers. Witha prefatory addrefs to 
the two refpectable bodies, the citizens and merchants of Lon- 
don. By a difinterefted, independent, and truly proteftant 
Briton® 8vo. 1s. Griffiths. 

XXIII. The Crifis, or an alarm to Britannia’s true protef- 
tant fons. Part III. Containing chiefly fome animadverfions 
on an anfwer to Conjfiderations on the Jewith-bill, from a pre- 
tended advocate for the magiftrates and merchants of our 
great metropolis. To which is annexed, two very remark- 
able prophecies of our great danger from the perfecuting fpi- 
rit of the papifts, and the divifion of proteftants. By a country 
gentlenian, to his honourable and worthy friend, a citizen and 
merchant of London. 8vo. 3d. Bourn. ? 

The author of the two foregoing articles is an advocate for 
the Few-bill. 

XXIV. The unprejudiced Chriftian’s apology for the Jews. 
Humbly offered as a reafonable anfwer to the feveral argu- 
ments lately fet forth for the repeal of the Few-act, with 
fome recommendatory obfervations on the conduct of the mi- 
niftry. 8vo. ts. Owen. 

The naturalization of the ews, this author is of opinion, 
interferes chiefly with the caufe of religion; under this per- 
fuafion he is led to confider the different natures and circum- 
ftances of the fewifh and Chriffian fyftems, and their rela- 
tion to each other; and by thefe means to convince us, that 
Chriftianity is out of danger. R B. 

Errata in our laft. 
P. 269 1. 1. for believe, r. belief. P. 293.1. 6th from the bottom, 
forawere, r.ferve. P.314. 1. Sand g, for Roegue, r. Rocque. 
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